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Elders’ Corner 

By Bill Wenzel 
 

No Man Is an Island 
 
     Castaway is a movie with Tom Hanks portraying an employee of an inter-
national package delivery company. When he hopped a flight on one of their 
cargo planes for business in Europe, the plane encountered a storm, was 
blown off course and crashed into the ocean. Hanks’ character was the sole 
survivor. He clung to debris and drifted to a small deserted tropical island. He 

managed to stay alive by catching and eating shellfish and fish. From time to time, small packages from 
the plane would wash up on shore. As a loyal employee, he did not want to open these packages, but 
decided some may contain food or other things useful for survival. Much time passed and he was des-
perate for someone to talk to, when the box washed up on shore that contained a Wilson volleyball. He 
drew a face on the volleyball and named it Wilson. Wilson was his constant companion while on the 
island and while Hanks character continually talked to Wilson, Wilson never answered. This empha-
sizes the importance of companionship. 
 
      “No man is an island, entire of itself.” These words by Christian poet John Donne are part of Devo-
tion XVII, dedicated to future King Charles I. He wrote this in 1624 as one of 23 parts following 
Donne’s near fatal illness. Additional quote from this passage: “All mankind is of one author, and is 
one volume; when one man dies, one chapter is not torn out of the book, but translated into a better lan-
guage; and every chapter must be so translated… As therefore the bell that rings to a sermon, calls not 
upon the preacher only, but upon the congregation to come: so this bell calls us all… No man is an is-
land, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main. If a clod be washed away 
by the sea, Europe is the less, as well as if a promontory were, as well as if a manor of thy friends or of 
thine own were: any man’s death diminishes me because I am involved in mankind.” 
 
      So what is my point? I often hear people say when asked why they don’t attend a church service, 
they watch a service on TV and they don’t need to be with other people to worship God. Others say that 
they can worship God in nature, while taking a walk, while sitting on a lake fishing, while playing a 
sport like golf or other. Of course we’re able to worship God in places other than church, but a study of 
Scripture definitely attributes gain to worshiping in league with fellow believers. Now as for as nature 
and sports, I truly enjoy them. But as much fun as an aggravating game can be, I much prefer to spend 
my Sunday mornings in church listening, learning and meditating on a challenging message from a text 
in God’s Word and surrounded by a Fellowship of friends. During this time, I know that’s where I be-
long. 
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VBS is coming soon! 
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Inside this issue: 

Church Locat ion:       
Corner  of  Knoxvi l le  &  War  Memor ial  
 
Pastor :               Kevin Wr ight  
Youth Director :     Br ian Sendelbach 
Secretary:              Wendy Wr ight  
 
Worship Times: 
  Sunday School (for  all ages) :  
      9 :00 am 
  Worship Service: 
      10:30 am 
Nursery and Childcare provided 
 
Children’s Church (ages 3-K)  
  dur ing the service 
 
Website for  more information: 
   www.f ir s tcovenant.net  
 
Email: 
   off ice@firs tcovenant.net   
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   OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 

The mission of Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child is to 
demonstrate God's love in a tangible way to needy children around the 
world, and together with the local church worldwide to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. We have an awesome opportunity to 
share this Good News of God's love with hurting boys and girls 
around the world by participating in this ministry by putting together a 
shoe box filled with items (see below). Samaritan's Purse will then put 
a Gospel storybook in this shoe box allowing the children to learn 
about the Greatest Gift- Jesus Christ! At a later time Samaritan's Purse 
provides a discipleship program to the millions of children who com-
mit their lives to Christ! 
 
I encourage everyone who is able and interested to put together a 
decorated shoe box or a clear Rubbermaid shoe box type container 
and fill it with toiletries, school supplies, small toys, hard candy, and 
gum. Also include a card with a note about yourself, if you would like 
to personalize it. Put $7.00 (to cover shipping it) in the box and then 
place a label on it with the age of the child and whether the gift is for 
a girl or a boy. Please bring this box to church on or before Sunday, 
November 11th. We will be having a special prayer sendoff on Sun-
day, November 11th at the beginning of the worship service. These 
boxes will then get delivered to a collection place in East Peoria. 
 
What an exciting missions opportunity to be involved in, and it all 
starts with a simple shoe box! If you have any questions about this 
Operation Christmas Child project, please see or call Linda Irwin. 
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International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church  

November 18th 
 
 
First Covenant Church doesn't have any armed guards at our entrance off 
Bigelow Street checking each vehicle as it enters the parking lot! We 
don't have a gate! But in Jos, Nigeria, which sits on the fault line 
between mostly Muslim Northern Nigeria and predominantly Christian 
south, churches without guards or gates are easy targets for the Islamist 
Boko Haram terrorists. Earlier this year, Boko Haram warned all Chris-
tians to leave Northern Nigeria. They backed up their threats with re-
peated attacks on churches, police stations and government buildings. 
 
In so many countries around the world persecution against Christians is 
extremely violent. International statistics show that an estimated 
150,000  Christians are martyred every year, and many more are beaten 
and tortured. 
 
We have set aside one Sunday a year to focus on prayer for the persecuted 
Church. While we don't always see the results of prayer or understand 
exactly how it helps, it's one of the simplest ways to help. The need for 
prayer is urgent and significant. Believers who are released from prison 
often report that they felt the prayers of other believers sustaining them. 
Prayers reach across boundaries and borders that we can't cross  
physically. 
 
Judy Malan 

Please keep in 
prayer our mis-
sionaries around 
the world: An-
drews, Gregorys, 
Ericksons, Kel-
lys, Malan, Merz, 
and Kims.  

 

November 

Birthdays 

 

3   Eli Christianson 
4   Billy Hatcher 
9   Fred Bergia 
14 Jim Puhal 
15 Chris Budzynski 
19 Elizabeth Kim 
21 Carol Beall 
22 Josiah Christianson 
24 Linda Erickson 
25 Julie Sendelbach 
27 Jan Budzynski 
29 Veronica Flanagan 
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During JMETs, Linda Irwin guided about fifteen children (3 year olds to 7th graders) 
on a "pretend" trip to Mexico. First, each child was given an airplane/train ticket 
which they had "punched" before boarding the plane. Everyone "flew" and then 
landed in Mexico where they were greeted by Janice in Spanish. After finding the lo-
cation of Mexico on the globe and learning about the regions of Mexico with pic-
tures, Janice then taught the children how to sing "Jesus Loves Me" in Spanish. Then 
Linda and Janice taught the children with lots of pictures about the people of Mexico- 
their jobs, their clothing, their faith in God, their families, their schooling, and what 
they do for recreation- sports and toys. Juanita Alvarez then shared about her 
Quinceañera. She showed everyone the crown she wore and photos of this special 
celebration in her life. Everyone then boarded a "pretend" train where they traveled to 
a market in Mexico. The children learned about the food markets in Mexico. Linda 
then led the children in a brief prayer for the Kellys and their work in Mexico and 
then a prayer of thanks for the food the children were going to sample.  While the 
children watched a video that talked about the clothing Mexican people wear and the 
foods they prepare and eat, each child got to sample some special foods that are com-
mon in Mexico. They ate a pineapple piece, an orange segment, a soft tortilla with 
refried beans on it, and a small bowl of tortilla chips. 
 
After the worship service, about 75 people attended a fun Mexican fiesta/potluck of 
taco salad, refried beans, Spanish rice, salads, fruits, and several desserts. We all had 
the opportunity to visit Tom and Janice on an informal basis. 
 
A special thank you to Kristi Christianson for preparing the delicious taco meat mix-
ture. Thank you to everyone who had a part in making this a special day for our mis-
sionaries- Tom and Janice Kelly! You all were very much appreciated! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Elder/Deacon 
mtg. 6:30  

2 
 

3 

4 
The Lord’s 
Supper 
Daylight Sav-
ings Day! 

5 6 
Worship Prac-
tice 7:30 

7 
G & B study 
5:30 
Intersection & 
Prayer 6:30 

8 9 
Sojourners 
6:30 

10 
Bel-wood 
10:00 am  

11 
Shoe box col-
lection 

12 13 
Worship Prac-
tice 7:30 

14 
Intersection & 
Prayer 6:30 

15 
Congregational 
Dinner 6:00 
Congregational 
mtg. 7:00 

16 17 

18 
Persecuted 
Church Sun-
day 
JMETs 

19 20 
Worship Prac-
tice 7:30 

21 
Intersection & 
Prayer 6:30 

22 23 24 

25 
Potato bar- 
Christmas 
Decorating 
Party 

26 27 
Worship Prac-
tice 7:30 

28 
G & B study 
5:30 
Intersection & 
Prayer 6:30 

29 30 
Sojourners 
6:30 
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Hi church family, 
 
Wow! This year is flying by.  It's hard to think that October has 
come and gone.  It has been a month full of excitement, learning, 
and new adventures for our youth group.  We just wrapped up our 
study on Acts 1:8 (and memorized the verse as well). Most re-
cently we talked about how we, as individuals and as a group, can 
reach out to the ends of the earth.  Which brings me to my next 
point.... 
 
We're going on a missions trip!  We will be going to Chicago 
from March 1 - 4, 2013. While there, we will be staying with Je-
sus People USA and serving at Cornerstone Community Outreach, 
one of the only homeless shelters in Chicago that serves entire 
families, including fathers.  I will be getting more information out 
about this trip in the coming weeks and months.  We're all pretty 
excited about it. 
 
In more immediate news, we could really use your prayers. Please 
pray for a member of youth group whose primary guardian re-
cently passed away.  Please also be praying for the youth group as 
a whole as we begin a new series on the basics of being a Chris-
tian. As always, thank you for being a supportive church family 
and helping our youth grow into the godly young men and women 
we know they were created to be. 
 
In Christ, 
Kimberly Kirtz 

ServersServersServersServers 

Communion   

Peggy Peryam prep. 

 

Nursery 

4          Cody/volunteer 

11        Nena/Kim W. 

18        Jim/Jenny 

25        Cliff/Dawna 

 

A-V Team  

4          Dave B/David K 

11        Dave  B/David K 

18        Dave  B/David K 

25        Dave  B/David K 
 

Offering Counters 

4          Jan/Zach 

11        Jan/Ken 

18        Jan/Bill 

25        Jan/Ross 

 

Prayer Ministry 

4          Linda/Donna 

11        Cliff/Dawna 

18        Michael/Judy 

25        Bill/Donna 

 

Hospitality Table 

4          Peryam family 

11        Puhal family 

18        Warren family 

25        Wright family 

 

Children’s Church 

18        Carol/Peggy 
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Bible verse 

of the month. 

“Be still and 
know that I 
am God.” 
Ps. 46:10 

Please consider 

joining our church 

wide outreach ef-

forts such as Bel-

wood nursing home, 

Peoria Rescue Mis-

sion, & Loaves and 

Fish Ministry. 

 

Kelly UpdateKelly UpdateKelly UpdateKelly Update    
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Thank you for this 

month’s contributions  

to the newsletter. 

Keep them coming! 
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 ENJOYABLE VISIT WITH TOM AND JANICE KELLY    
 

What a truly special time our church had with our missionaries from 
Mexico,Tom and Janice Kelly the weekend of October 20-21!  First, 
the Missions Committee and their spouses shared a delicious meal with 
them for supper at the Malan's home on Sat. Oct. 20th. What fun it was 
to be personally updated on their ministry, their lives, and their chil-
dren's lives. At the end of this enjoyable evening, the Missions Com-
mittee (on behalf on the church) gave them a box of Fannie Mae candy 
and the choice of several IVCF books. The Laningas hosted the Kellys 
for the night. 
 
On Sunday, October 21st, there were about 30 people who attended the 
combined adult and junior/senior high Sunday School class led by both 
Tom and Janice. First, they introduced the Covenant Missionary Prayer 
calendar and had the class take a fun quiz related to the Covenant's 
work in missions around the world. This was followed by a PowerPoint 
presentation emphasizing their various ministries in Mexico. Also they 
spoke about the "Mexico Covenant Mission- Vision and Mission." Af-
terwards, a time of question and answers took place. 
 
At the beginning of the worship service, Linda Irwin introduced Tom 
and Janice Kelly and gave a brief update about their ministry in Mexico 
and about what their three adult children are doing presently. After-
wards while the Missions Committee and Pastor Kevin placed their 
hands on Tom and Janice, Linda prayed for them personally, their three 
children, and their work and ministries in Mexico. During the time of 
pastoral prayer, Cliff Johnson prayed again for them and for the country 
of Mexico. Various Spanish hymns were led and sung by the Worship 
Team. Tom gave a powerful sermon using Luke 5:1-11 titled, "Called...
to Receive God's Salvation and to Fulfill God's Mission." 
 
                                                                                              continued on page 7        
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Tomato Basil Parmesan Soup 

 
 3 cups diced tomatoes with juice (you can use canned)          1 cup finely diced celery 
1 cup finely diced carrots                                                          1 Tbsp fresh oregano or 1 tsp dried 
4 cups chicken broth                                                                 1/2 cup flour 
1 cup parmesan cheese, freshly grated                                      1/4 tsp black pepper   
1/4 cup vegetable oil                                                                 1 cup finely diced onions 
4 Tbsp fresh basil or 1 Tbsp dried                                            1/2 bay leaf 
1/2 cup butter                                                                             1 tsp. salt 
2 cups half and half, warmed (if you want you can use whole milk, evaporated milk instead…or even skim 
if you want to skinny it up) 
 
1.  Heat oil in 4 quart soup pot.  Add celery, onions and carrots.  Saute 5 minutes.  Add basil, oregano, bay 
      leaf, tomatoes, and chicken broth.  Bring it to a boil, reduce heat and simmer until carrots are tender 
      (15 minutes). 
2.  While soup simmers, prepare a roux.  Melt butter over low heat, add flour and cook, stirring constantly, 
      5-7 minutes.  Slowly stir in 1 cup hot soup.  Add another 3 cups and stir until smooth.  Add back into 
      soup pot. 
3.  Simmer, stirring constantly, until soup begins to thicken.  Add Parmesan cheese and whisk to blend.  
      Stir warmed half and half, salt and pepper.  Simmer over low heat 15-20 minutes, stirring occasionally. 

 

FCC Family News 

We are pleased to announce that the following people have 
completed the membership class and will be inducted into 
Membership here at First Covenant Church:  Dave and Ruth 
Kampa, Kimberly Kirtz, Harry McClure, and Noah Smith.  
Please make it a point to welcome them into our church  
family. 
 
Congratulations to Juanita Alvarez on her new position at  
Hy-Vee in the Bakery!  Juanita has been hoping for this posi-
tion for a long time, so make sure to let her know how proud 
we are of her for getting this new position. 
 


