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Elders Corner 
By Cliff Johnson 

 
 

Holiness, and how that impacts  
each of us in this New Year. 

 
 

Past Kevin just preached on us living a “Holy” life. I'm sure we have all given 
thought to this subject from various aspects and yet to flesh it out in practical 
ways is something that is an ongoing work of God on our behalf. 
We have seen that Jesus came to be one of us, yet he was to be also “the holy 
one” as stated in Luke 1:35 and without sin. Not only did he not commit any 
sins, but he wasn't  even drawn to sin. 
We see the apostle Paul as a man who desperately wanted to live a holy life, but 
the the nature he inherited from his parents, as well as us from our own, was far 
from holy. He recognized that it was an up stream struggle, and wondered how 
he was to get free to do it. 
 
In Romans 5:16:  For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many 
were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will 
be made righteous.   
 
As we have put out confidence In Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord  we are 
now seen by God in the righteousness of His son. We have been set apart as 
Holy and need to recognize it in the manner we live. It is an ongoing recognition 
as we make choices that seek to please Him in every thought and action that we 
take. May we each encourage one another in this life we share together in Him, 
and also reach out to those who don't know Him in this New Year. 
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VBS is coming soon! 
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Elders Corner  

Inside this issue: 

Church Locat ion:       
Corner  of  Knoxvi l le  &  War  Memor ial  
 
Pastor :               Kevin Wr ight  
Youth Director :     Br ian Sendelbach 
Secretary:              Wendy Wr ight  
 
Worship Times: 
  Sunday School (for  all ages) :  
      9 :00 am 
  Worship Service: 
      10:30 am 
Nursery and Childcare provided 
 
Children’s Church (ages 3-K)  
  dur ing the service 
 
Website for  more information: 
   www.f ir s tcovenant.net  
 
Email: 
   off ice@firs tcovenant.net   
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Janice and Tom Kelly                    December 2012 
Serving in Mexico with Covenant World Mission 
Dear friends, 
 
Advent greetings from Mexico City. 
 
After a three-month home assignment this fall, we are 
settled back into our house.  Those twelve weeks in the 
US allowed us to visit twenty supporting churches and 
other ministry partners, spend time with family and 
friends, get medical check-ups, and enjoy an autumn 
season. Thank you to all who hosted us.  It was good to 
be with you. 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 

Dear First Covenant Church, 
 
As the year comes to a close, I'd like to take the opportunity to thank you for your con-
tinued commitment to myself and the work God has called me to. 
 
I also want to restate the mission and vision God has given me, and invite your participa-
tion. 
 
Our mission statement in YWAM is to Know God and Make Him Known. My vision is 
to teach and train up Bible teachers and to get a Bible in every home in Australia. 
Currently, I am running schools for 6 months every January - July and have dedicated 
myself to: 
 
 - Providing high standards of training in the Inductive Bible Study Approach. 
 - We are encouraging people to learn holistically, engaging their head, heart, and hands. 
 - Fulfilling the great commission by discipling and taking students on field assignments. 
 - Ongoing training to strengthen and development of greater skills to equip others with 
(Masters Degree). 
 
To that end, I have run 16 successful training programs since 2001. We have had over 
150 students from many different nations. 
We have done field assignments and ministered to people in 9 different nations. This is 
made possible because of prayer and donations from supporters, like you. 
 
In this new year of 2013, I will run the Bible Core Course, take our students on a field 
assignment, get ongoing training in South Africa for the Masters Degree program 
throughout the year and assist with bible training and development on our base. 
 
Would you consider supporting the vision to providing holistic, quality education to mis-
sionaries from around the world? 
Would you make a one-time or recurring gift of $50, $25, $100, or more? Would you 
ask your church to support me through missions giving? 
 
With your help, I can continue to fulfill the calling of God on my life and help us all to 
fulfill the Great Commission. 
Donate now 
 
Blessings and Thank you for a great year, 
Melinda Merz 

Please keep in 
prayer our mis-
sionaries around 
the world: An-
drews, Gregorys, 
Ericksons, Kel-
lys, Malan, Merz, 
and Kims.  

 

January 

Birthdays 

 
1   Kevin Wright 
4   Lucy Dorethy 
10 Geneviev Uhler 
10 Leo Sendelbach 
16 Gary Warren 
21 Nena Gullette 
23 Bud Magnuson 
25 Vanessa League 
27 Jane Hardin 
30 Darlene Puhal 
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“For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, that 
spreadeth out its roots by the river, and shall not fear when 

heat cometh, but its leaf shall be green; and shall not be 
careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from 

yielding fruit.” Jer. 17:8 
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