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By Randy Laninga 

 As we have had our Small Group Ministry Fair let’s look at some reasons to be part of a community group with 
some help from Rick Warren.  

1. You will understand the Bible better in a community group. 
Preaching and teaching is one way communication. You listen while the speaker speaks. It´s fine for imparting 
knowledge but not as effective for personal application as a small group. In a small group setting, you can ask ques-
tions, participate in a discussion of the text, and hear others share insights and illustrations of the truth you are trying to 
grasp. The Bible must be applied to your own personal situations and that happens best in small groups. 

2. Fellowship. 
Most people who have been a part of a group say the greatest benefit is the close relationships and friendships that 
develop. You´ll discover that your needs and problems are not unique ~ we´re all in the same boat. It helps to know that 
others are facing the same difficulties, or have lived through them and learned spiritual principles in the process. 

3. Prayer will become more meaningful to you. 
In a small group, you will learn to participate in prayer by having a conversation together with God. No one is pressured 
to pray, but as you become comfortable, you´ll be able to pray and be drawn together and we find answers to the needs 
in our lives. 

4. You will be able to handle stress and pressure better. 
Small groups provide excellent support in times of crisis, change, and stress. You´ll have a sense of stability and securi-
ty knowing there are people who really care for you and are committed to standing with you.  Our community group has 
gone through three deaths, cancer, sickness and a number of other crises.  Our group has been a place of comfort, 
sharing and understanding.   

5. You will deepen your understanding of worship. 
Many believers mistakenly believe that worship can only happen on Sunday morning in a large group with a sermon, a 
choir, and an offering plate! Worship happens anytime we focus on God. Sometimes that happens best in a smaller 
group in praying or singing together.  

6. You will be following the New Testament example. 
The book of Acts is very clear about how God intends for His people to grow and have their needs met in the church. 
We will never be able to hire enough professional pastors to meet all the individual needs in our family. God never in-
tended for it to be that way! 
Consider these verses: 
 "They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. All 
the believers were together and had everything in common. Every day they continued to meet together... they broke 
bread in their homes and ate together... and the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved." Acts 
2:42, 44, 46-47 
 "Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the 
Good News that Jesus is the Christ." -Acts 5:42  
Consider joining a community group today. 

 

 1 

In This Issue 

 Calendar & Servers 

Schedule 

 Children’s Ministry 

 Intersection Update 

 FCC Family News 

 FCC Recipe of the 

Month 

 All Church Retreat 

 Kyle Gregory 

 Elders Corner 

 Wendy Wright—editor 

First Covenant Church  

Covenant Connections September 2015 

3616 N. Bigelow, Peoria IL. 61604  

309-688-4323  

office@firstcovenant.net 

Thank You to all who donated school 

supplies to Harrison School.  Upon deliv-

ery, the school expressed their sincerest 

thanks that we were able to provide 

them with so many needed supplies.  We 

are the only congregation that followed 

through on our commitment to provide 

the supplies the kids need.  Thank you 

for making it possible to share God’s 

love with those in need. 
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September 2015 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 

Intersection & 

Congregational 

prayer 6:30 

3 

Elders meeting 

4 5 

6 

The Lord’s Sup-

per 

7 8 

Worship Practice 

7:30 

9 

Intersection & 

Congregational 

prayer 6:30 

10 

 

11 

Sojourners 6:30 

12 

Heddington Oaks 

10:30 am 

13 

Sunday School 

Begins 

 

14 15 

Worship Practice 

7:30 

16 

Intersection & 

Congregational 

prayer 6:30 

17 

Elders mtg 

18 19 

20 

JMETs & CC 

 

21 22 

Worship Practice 

7:30 

23 

Intersection & 

Congregational 

prayer 6:30 

24 

 

25 

Sojourners 6:30 

 

 

26 

27 

Connections 

Lunch 

28 29 

Worship Practice 

7:30 

30 

Intersection & 

Congregational 

prayer 6:30 

   

 7 

Gregory Update 

 This message has been a long time in coming.  Many of you have stuck with us in praying 
for the sale of our apartment from last fall. We are so thankful to have some news to report: 
  
 A young couple with two children has made an offer on our place. Their offer is about 
where we expected to land in order to sell in the depressed Italian real-estate market. They 
have to sell their own place in the coming months for us to close the deal, but we and our real-
tor are optimistic that they will be able to do this, we pray by this fall. The sale price is less 
than the purchase price of 10 years ago (!), but thanks to the generosity of a partner couple in 
our work who invested funds in helping us to buy the place, our initial investment is being pre-
served (!!!). 
  
 We were able to agree separately on selling our portion of the roof-top terrace to our diffi-
cult upstairs neighbors. We hope and pray that this will help create an incentive for them to 
live peacefully with the new owners downstairs. This terrace gives the upstairs neighbors an 
outdoors space of their own for the first time, as theirs was the only apartment in the three 
apartment building without an exclusive space. Maybe they will learn to chill! The new owners 
of our apartment couldn’t have afforded it unless the terrace was sold separately. 
  
 The bottom line is that we feel very cared for and provided for throughout this whole messy 
situation, both by you, our precious friends, and by our best friend, Jesus. We will keep you 
posted on closing the deal. Having this behind us will be an enormous weight off our shoul-
ders.  Thanks for continuing to pray for this all to be resolved by November 1. In my last mes-
sage about “waiting” I asked you to pray with us for a buyer by July 1.  On July 1 we received 
word from our realtor that someone had made a written offer. 
  
 Thanks to everyone. Remembering once again from Romans 8: 
  
“God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called 
according to his purpose for them.” 
  
Love and peace,  
Kyle and Kim Gregory 
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All Church Retreat 

  
 In 2010 we held our first church retreat at Mennohaven Campground.  The 
purpose of the retreat was to allow our church family to gather together to spend 
quality time with each other.  The idea being that through this unique fellowship 
opportunity it would allow us to retreat for a few days from our busy lives and 
focus solely on growing closer together through prayer, worship, and just plain 
old enjoying life together.   
 We have held three retreats with many of us being able to attend and the 
feedback about having the retreat has been positive.  But with each successive 
retreat there have been a dwindling number of people that have signed up to 
go.  As a result of the appearance of a diminishing interest in attending, there 
will be a sign up sheet in the Narthex for the next month to get a feel for whether 
or not it will be pursued to hold a retreat in 2016.  If there is a retreat held in 
2016, it will be asked of each family that signs up to also sign up for helping with 
set up/clean up.  Please prayerfully consider if you and your family would like to 
be a part of next year's retreat.  If you have any questions, please talk with Kristi 
Christianson.  
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 As we gear up for our fall Sunday School, I am 
excited about the teachers who are returning for 
this school year. We begin on September 13, 9:00 
AM, with Sunday School for all ages.  The tod-
dlers will meet in the nursery, with Ben and Jane 
Hardin and Kim Doremus as teachers.  PreK-
kindergarten meets with Amy Kellerstrass and 
Peggy Peryam across from the nursery.  Mark An-
drews will teach grades 1-3 upstairs next to the 
elevator, and Bill Wenzel and Scott Christianson 
will share teaching duties for grades 4-6.  Nena 
Gullette will sub for Mark when needed. 
 The teachers hope more of you feel led to step 
in and teach, even to visit a classroom you might 
be interested in, or share a lesson teaching with 
someone else.  Mark's class especially needs a co
-teacher, and someone could volunteer to be 
there for one Sunday a month or 2 weeks in a 
row. 
 Children's Church will be joining with JMETs to 
fill shoe boxes for children.  In August and Sep-
tember, the children will be introduced to the con-
cept with information, a video, and discus-
sion.  We will gather the items needed in Septem-
ber and assemble boxes in October.  Please be 
on the lookout for sox, school supplies, small toys, 
books, hygiene items and the like for your children 
to bring in September. 
 Thank you for your prayers and support for the 
teaching staff!   
             Peggy Peryam  

Children’s Ministry  

 

 

 

 

A-V    

6  Dave/Kelvin 

13  Loni/Steve 

20  Loni/Steve 

27  Dave/Kelvin 

 
Nursery 

6  Mark/Juanita 

13  Nena/Cody 

20  Jane/Randy 

27  Linda/Peggy 

 
Hospitality 

6  Kampa 

13  Laninga 

20  Peryam 

27  Warren 

 
Prayer 

6  Linda/Donna 

13  Randy/Linda 

20  Cliff/Terri 

27  Bill/Dawna 

 

Offering Counters 

6  Mike/Randy 

13  Mike/Bill 

20  Mike/Ken 

27  Mike/Richard 

 

Children’s Church 

Kim D./Sara Uhler 

Servers 
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INTERSECTION NEWS 

 

By Sara Stewart 

  

 
 

 As we are quickly wrapping up summer, we are also coming to a close with our 
Bible Story series in youth.  Once again, we visited well known (for the most part) 
children’s Bible stories.  Time and again I am amazed at how much Truth is con-
tained in these simple stories we’ve all heard 100 times.  

 This year we looked at King Solomon, King Josiah, King Saul, and Cain and 
Able.  These vastly different men and their relationships with the Lord can teach 
us so much.  Solomon was granted immeasurable wisdom, tried all that this world 
had to offer and decided it was worthless apart from God.  Where are you storing 
up treasure? Josiah, found the lost scriptures in the most unlikely place… the 
church.  Where are you looking for Truth? Saul struggled to follow the Lord’s com-
mands and ended up searching in all the wrong places for direction.  Who are you 
listening to? Cain and Able lived with parents that walked with the Lord, and yet 
Cain committed the first murder.  Sin led to sin, which led to sin, which led to 
sin.  When are you silencing the Lord and allowing sin to take over? 

 Each of these stories offers multiple points that we need to consider if we are to 
have a healthy relationship with the Lord. I would encourage you to (re)visit these 
children’s stories, and soak up the rich Truth they contain.   
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FCC FAMILY NEWS 

2 teaspoon dried oregano      1/2 teaspoon salt 

1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper   2 lbs. skinless, boneless chicken  

2 tablespoons butter        1/4 cup water 

3 tablespoons fresh lemon juice    3 cloves garlic, minced 

1 teaspoon chicken bouillon granules  1 teaspoon chopped fresh parsley 

Congratulations to 
Alex Wright for his 

part in the school play 
“It’s A Wonderful 

Life”.   

Slow Cooker Lemon Garlic Chicken II 

 In a bowl, mix the oregano, salt, and pepper. Rub the mixture into chicken. 
Melt the butter in a skillet over medium heat. Brown chicken in butter for 3 to 5 
minutes on each side. Place chicken in a slow cooker. 
 In the same skillet, mix the water, lemon juice, garlic, and bouillon. Bring the 
mixture to boil. Pour over the chicken in the slow cooker. 
 Cover, and cook on High for 3 hours, or Low for 6 hours. Add the parsley to 
the slow cooker 15 to 30 minutes before the end of the cook time. 

Happy Birthday to those who 
were born in September:  
Share Wynn, Ben Hardin, 
Abby Christianson, Amy 

Kellerstrass, Kim Wainwright 

Congratulations to Anna 
Weitharn on her new job... 

as a professional paper 
shredder.   


