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By Randy Laninga 

  

Matthew 6:25-34 is a section from the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus ex-
plains why we don’t have to worry.  He makes his argument very logically, it 
makes perfect sense, and sounds so easy.  So why do we have such a hard 
time trying not to worry.  Not worrying is one of the things I have been working 
on for quite a while, and even though I am getting better at it I still have some 
work to do.   
 

When I recently read this passage in Matthew I thought back to of all the 
things that made me worry during the last few years; Megan’s sickness, buy-
ing and selling of houses, work issues and the list goes on and on.  What I 
found is worrying did not help a bit and kept me awake at night.  The only 
thing that helped was praying about it and turning it completely over to 
God.  He always didn’t do things the way we would or get the results we want-
ed but he took care of it.  Realizing I was not in charge of the situation and 
leaving it in God’s hand gave me a kind of freedom and peace.   
 

 I also learned that God’s time frame is not the same as mine so patience was 
a key.  Megan went undiagnosed for 4 years before we found out was really 
wrong and our house which the realtor said would go quickly was on the mar-
ket for 9 months before we got an offer.  God doesn’t waste this time however 
and for me he was using it to help be grow closer to him. 
 

I know these two examples don’t come close to the trials many of our congre-
gation have gone through and I don’t have any answers to why he has allowed 
some of the tragedies to occur while answering others the way we would like 
to see things done.   I do know he is faithful, he loves us very much and he 
has a plan for us.  Put your trust in God, tell him your concerns and leave 
them completely in his hands. 
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Vacation Bible School preparations are well 

underway.  We are blessed to have all the 

station leaders we need.  Now we are work-

ing on getting our supplies and other staff in 

place.  We have a VBS work day scheduled 

for May 23rd at 9am.  Everyone is invited 

to come help create sets and decorations.  

Please also be in prayer for this amazing 

outreach event.  Pray for the VBS staff and 

the children that will be attending.  Pray that 

God is glorified in all that we do! 
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May 2015 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

6:30 Sojourners 

& Koinonia 

2 

 

3 

Lord’s Supper 

Sunday School 

Worship Service 

Market Place 

4 

 

5 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

 

 

6 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

7 

Elders mtg 5:30 

8 

MOPS 

 

 

9 

Heddington Oaks 

10am 

 

 

10 

Sunday School 

Worship Service 

  Honor Gradu-

ates 

11 

 

12 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

13 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

14 

 

15 

6:30 Sojourners 

& Koinonia 

 

 

16 

2-4 Anna 

Weitharn open 

house 

 

17 

Sunday School 

Worship Service 

 

18 

 

19 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

20 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

21 

Congregational 

meeting & dinner 

6:00 

22 

MOPS 

 

 

 

23 

VBS set building 

day 9am 

24//31 

Sunday School 

Worship Service 

24thMarketPlace 

 

25 

 

26 

Hilltoppers 6:30 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

 

 

27 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

28 29 30 

Youth paintball 
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School Supplies 

  

.” 



 6 

 

15 Ways to Make a Lasting Impression 

 

15.     Go to a pet store and buy bird seed.  Ask the clerk how long it will take the birds to grow, 

  once the seeds have been planted. 

14.     Soberly inform your children over dinner, "Due to the economy, we are going to have to  

  let  one of you go..." 

13.     Bring a desk onto an elevator.  When people try to get on, ask them if they have an 

  appointment.   

12.     Call a friend to inform them that you can't talk with them right now. 

11.     Sit in your car, pointing a hair dryer at passing cars.  See if they slow down. 

10.     Walk up to a small child who resembles you and tell them that you are them from the  

  future. 

9.     Go to McDonald's and order a Happy Meal.  Request that they add extra "happy" to your 

  meal. 

8.     Walk into Sea World carrying a fishing pole. 

7.     Vacuum your front lawn.  Make sure to wave at people when they drive or walk past. 

6.     When money comes out of your ATM, yell, "I've won!  I've won!" 

5.     Every time someone asks you to do something, ask them if they'd like fries with that. 

4.     While eating dinner at a high-end restaurant, raise your hand to get your waiter's  

  attention.  Ask for permission to go to the bathroom. 

3.     Step into  a crowded elevator, turn to face the crowd, and say, "I suppose you're  

  wondering why I called you all here today..." 

2.     When ordering in a drive-through, specify that your order is "To go." 

1.     Actually tell a non-Christian why it is that you love the Lord, and why that's important.  
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Dear Lord, 
Please bless these graduates 

as they go out into the world 

to make it a better place, 
while they pursue their dreams. 
Gently guide them, lead them, 

show them Your way to success and happiness 

through service to others, 
as they maximize their own potential. 

Fill them with joy when they reach their goals, 
strengthen them as they deal with life's obstacles, 

and show them that every challenge 

is a path to character development. 
Give them the intelligence 

to make a plan for their futures. 
Give them the patience and persistence 

to pursue their ambitions. 
Most of all, give them caring hearts 

to look for ways to help the people they meet 
on their life's journey. 

Encourage them and lift them up now, 
as they spread their wings 

into a clear sky of limitless opportunity. 
Let each and every graduate here 

be wrapped in the warmth of Your infinite love, 
and let Your wisdom show them the way 

to make the most of their lives. 
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

 

By Joanna Fuchs  

Graduation Prayer 

 

 

 

 

A-V    
3  David/Loni 
10  Loni/Steve 

17  Steve/Amy 

24  David/Loni 
31  David/Kelvin 

   

Nursery 

3  Sherry/Gweneth 

10  SaraU/KimW 

17  Megan/Dawna 

24  Anna/Wendy 

31  Sarah/Jenny 

 

Hospitality 

3  Warren family 

10  Wenzel family 

17  Budzynski family 

24  Christianson family 

31  Kampa family 

 

Prayer 
3  Linda/Donna 

10  Randy/Linda 

17  Cliff/Terri 
24  Bill/Dawna 

31  Randy/Terri 

 

Offering Counters 

3  Mike/Ken 

10  Mike/Bill 
17  Mike/Ross 

24  Mike/Randy 

31  Mike/Bill 

 

Children’s Church 

Kim D./Sara U. 

Servers 
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INTERSECTION	NEWS	

 

By Sara Stewart 

  

 

May 2015 

 

 Congregation… have you been looking for a way to connect with our youth? Well, look no 

further!  Come PAINTBALLING with us! 

 
 On May 30th the youth group will be paintballing at Chilli Paintball Pits (http://

www.chillipaintball.com).  

 
Location:  21324 N. Benedict 

               Chillicothe, Illinois 61523  

 
Contact Info:  Chilli Paintball, 309.274.5251 

                                   Sara’s Cell, 817.874.3808 

 
 Cost:  $20 (This will cover gun and mask rental, paint, lunch, and  

transportation.  You are welcome to bring more money if you want to purchase other snacks or 

additional paint.) 

 Time: We will leave the church by 8:10am and be back to later than  

4:00pm.  We have the option to stay, at the fields, until 3:00pm or leave earlier… we can just 

play it by ear. 

 While paintball can be a blast, it can also hurt if you are not wearing the correct clothing.  

Make sure you wear pants, long sleeves, and shoes that would be good for climbing, running, 

etc…  It wouldn’t be a bad idea to wear layers, if you’re too hot, you can always remove a layer.  

Lunch will be provided, but you can bring additional snacks. 

 Please let me know, as soon as possible, if you will be joining us for paintball.  If you have 

any questions please feel free to contact me. 
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FCC	FAMILY	NEWS	

Congratulations to those who are graduating from High 
School—Sarah , Anna , Shelby , Megan, Kelia & from Jr. High-
Stephen, Joe, Michael, Gabbie, David, Joe, Josh and Jeremiah  

1 onion, finely diced 

3 Tbsp. butter, divided 

1 pound ground beef 
1 pound ground pork 

1/2 c. Panko bread crumbs 

2 large egg yolks, lightly beaten 

1/2 c. milk 

2 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. pepper 

 Gravy: 
 3 tsp beef base (or 3 beef bouillon cubes) 
3 c. water 
5 Tbsp. flour 
1 1/2 tsp. lemon juice 

3 bay leaves 

1/2 c. cream 

 Lingonberry sauce (optional for serving with 
meatballs) 

Swedish Meatballs 

1. Melt butter in a large skillet.  Add onion and cook until they have become translucent, about 2-3 
minutes. 

2. In a large bowl, combine the bread crumbs, cooked onions, beaten egg yolks, milk, salt, and 
pepper. 

3. Gently combine the ground beef and ground pork with the above mixture until well combined. 
4. Scoop and form into 1 1/2-inch meatballs. 
5. Melt 2 Tbsp. butter in a large skillet.  Add meatballs, in batches, and cook until all sides are 

browned.  Transfer to a paper towel-lined cookie sheet. 
6. After all meatballs are browned, whisk flour into the skillet used to brown the meatballs and cook 

for 1 minute.  Gradually whisk in the water, beef base, and lemon juice.  Cook until thickened.  
7. Transfer gravy and meatballs into appropriate sized stock pot.  Add bay leaves and cook slowly 

for 1 hour.  If gravy needs to be thickened, mix flour in with cream and stir into gravy.  Cook until 
thickened.  If no thickening is needed, add cream at this time. 

8. Serve piping hot with lingonberry sauce. 


