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By Richard League 

Meditation Commentaries 
By Ian Lawrence 
2/9/2007 
James 2:14–17 
 “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? 
Can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of 
you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them 
not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone.” 
 There has long been a debate in Christianity regarding faith and works. Is a person 
saved by faith or by works? Many have argued in defense of each position. Unlike many 
other theological debates, however, this issue is clearly explained in Scripture. 
Biblically, it is certain that a person is saved by faith alone. Our works of righteousness are 
“filthy rags” to a holy God. At first glance, James seems to contradict this statement but this 
is not so. The position that James takes is that, yes, it is by faith that we are saved but it is 
proven or demonstrated by works. Good works are the “feet” of faith. A person who claims 
to be a Christian but continues to live in sin shows no evidence of a life-changing encounter 
with Jesus Christ. It is extremely doubtful that such a person is saved. 
One should not have to wonder if a person is truly a Christian or not. There should be such 
a mountain of evidence to back up the claim. One oft-used illustration is that of an accused 
Christian and it asks, “If you were accused of being a Christian, would there be enough evi-
dence to convict you?” Dare I ask this question of myself? It is my sincere hope that the 
answer would be yes, but this question must be answered not only by me, but by the ones 
who know me best. What would they say? 
 Christianity is no good if it is a religion of words. It must be a relationship with works. 
Jesus does not, at this time, live and walk on the earth. Christians are the only picture 
many people will have of Christ. That is a serious charge. Saying all the right things and 
saying, “God bless you,” is not sufficient. There [sic] world is lost and dying, and many need 
to see the love of Christ expressed through the hands of those who love Him. 
Jesus said that the world would know that we are His disciples by our love. Love cannot be 
expressed solely by words in long-term relationships. There must be actions which back up 
and confirm those words. Does my faith have “feet?” If not, why not? God grant us the 
grace to meet the needs of the lost, and in so doing, point them to the Savior. 
 
Ian Lawrence is an ’07 Business graduate from Alabama. 
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Covenant World Relief Month 

 

Covenant World Relief is the humanitarian aid 

ministry of the Evangelical Covenant Church. We 

participate in God's transforming mission in the 

world through disaster relief and community devel-

opment among the most vulnerable.  

 

Our mission is to join God in loving, serving, and 

working together with the poor, the powerless, and 

the marginalized. Please consider this in your  

budgeting this month.  

More information will follow on Sundays. 

 http://www.covchurch.org/relief/ 
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March 2015 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

Lord’s Supper 

S.S/Church  

Market Place 

More Music Ple 

2 3 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

4 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

5 

Elders mtg 5:30 

 

 

6  

6:30 Sojourners 

& Koinonia 

7 

 

8 

Sunday School 

Worship Service 

Connections 

Lunch 

9 

 

10 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

 

 

11 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

12 

 

13 

MOPS 

 

 

14 

Heddington Oaks 

10am 

 

 

15 

Sunday School 

Worship Service 

Market Place 

 

16 

 

17 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

18 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

19 

Elders mtg 5:30 

20 

6:30 Sojourners 

& Koinonia 

 

 

21 

 

 

22 

Sunday School 

Worship Service 

VBS Station 

Leaders MTG 

23 

 

24 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

25 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

26 27 

MOPS 

 

 

 

28 

FCC Trivia Night! 

5:00 pm 

29 

Sunday School 

Worship Service 

Market Place 

Spring Jam 

30 

 

31 

Hilltoppers 6:30 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

 

 

1 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

2 3 4 
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Spring Celebration 2015 

 Spring Celebration is an annual spring mini-retreat held the second weekend in March and is sponsored by 
Women Ministries of the Central Conference. This year's mini retreat weekend is hosted by the Chicago South 
District women, and will be held at New Zion Covenant Church in Dolton, Illinois Friday, March 13th and Satur-
day, March 14th 2015.   
 
Registration opens January 25, 2015 
Mini-Retreat Costs are as follows: 
Regular Registration is $35.00 if registered on or before March 1st 
Group Rate (10 or more) is $30.00 if registered on or before March 1st 
Late Registration is $45.00 after March 1st 
 
You can register online via Constant Contact (please see our 
email eBLAST) or by mailing your registration form and check to: 
Ms. Genoa Giles, 8569 West 101st Terrace (Apt. 212), Palos Hills, IL  60465. 
 
Worship Leader Cynthia Petersen, started singing in church at the tender age of two when she learned "Amazing 
Grace". She has been singing on worship teams and signing solos, duets and trios in church since age eleven. 
She previously served as worship leader at Mission Covenant Church for several years. She has been on the 
worship team at Spring Celebration and Fall Fellowship many times. Cynthia believes that worship plays a vital 
role in our relationship with God because we are to glorify Him in everything we do and worship certainly does 
that.  She is on the worship team at her current church, and she is also the leader of the drama team.  Cynthia 
lives in New Lenox, Illinois with her husband Blaine and their 3 children. 
 
Featured Speakers: 
Cheryl Cornelius has been ordained as a Deacon and Elder. She is one of the Pastors at New Zion Covenant 
Church in Dolton, Illinois. She has been married to Pastor Robert L. Cornelius, Sr. (also a pastor at New Zion) for 
forty years and has three sons, one daughter and ten grandchildren. 
Reverend Stephanie Thompson is an ordained Evangelical Covenant Pastor and served as a Family/Youth Pas-
tor for eight years. She holds a special passion for families journeying with a child with special concerns. She 
lives in Mokena, Illinois with her husband Scott and three children: Seth (16), Lena (14) and Eli (11). They attend 
Hope Covenant Church in Orland Park, Illinois. 
 
To all women in the church: today, March 1, is the deadline for early registration for Spring Celebration, to be held 
in Dolton, on March 13 and 14. After today, you will need to pay the full price.  That hotel rooms are fantastic, and 
the company and friendships are better! Great speakers, worship, and workshops will give you a refreshing week-
end! Registration forms are online at www.wmcc2gether.com. Please bring urgently needed women's personal 
hygiene items for Wellspring, our shelter for abused women in Chicago.  
Fall Fellowship this year will be one weekend only, the 18th-20th of September. Look on the website soon for 
information. We know Geneva Bay will fill up rapidly!  Peggy Peryam  

http://www.wmcc2gether.com
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Make a difference! 

  

 I wanted to take the time to share a little bit of what I shared at our recent congregational 

meeting.  We have many opportunities for corporate fellowship through out the calendar year.  

Wendy does a great job making sure that we know about them through announcements in the 

bulletin and e-mail reminders.  These are important times where we can spend time getting to 

know one another and be challenged in our faith and the way we live our faith out.  These are all 

great things to be consciously working on.   

 I would also challenge each one of us to do the things that we don’t often think of.   I personal-

ly was recently challenged in this way when I had missed going to church one Sunday because I 

was sick.  Janet McClure took the time later that week to give me a call and ask me how I was 

doing.  I was an encouragement to me to know that someone was thinking of me and praying for 

me while I wasn’t feeling well and took the time to let me know she cared.   

 One of the advantages of being a part of a small congregation is that it is evident when some-

one is missing.  Taking that time to call someone to check on them or pray for them is a great 

way to develop and build those relationships with each other.  I know that there are some of you 

who feel led to bring a meal to someone with out the prompting of a sign up sheet.  Others of you 

take the opportunity to give someone a ride to church.  There are many ways that we can spend 

time personally investing in each other.   

 I would challenge everyone of us, including myself, to spend time praying and asking the Lord 

what ways we can individually connect with the family that we worship with together on Sunday 

mornings.   

 In closing, I remember a time when my family was very new to FCC and Marge Beall took the 

initiative to give me a call and ask if she could come and visit me at my house over lunch.  I really 

appreciated her taking the time to come all the way out to my house, busy as it was with many of 

my children being very little at the time, and she patiently sat through the messy lunch and 

shared a nice adult conversation with me.  I am sure we all have stories when we have been en-

couraged and loved well.   

 

Kristi Christianson  

Fellowship Deacon 
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Dear Friends, 

 At the Women's Pregnancy Center, we believe there 

is a Biblical basis for the sanctity of human life, and that 

human life has absolute value based on the fact God 

created each of us in His own image. We believe every 

baby is precious from the very moment of conception. 

 Thank you for your investment to protect those who 

can't speak up for themselves. Thank you for placing 

high value on the gift of life as you partner with us. Wish-

ing you God's blessings in the new year! 

Trusting Him, 

Denise Bailey 

Women's Pregnancy Center Director 

 

Dear Friends, 
 I want to thank each and every one of you for your 
prayers, for help when we moved, and -especially now- 
when Del has had to leave us.  Thanks to all who 
stepped in and became pallbearers in the deep snow; to 
the sound technician; to those who prepared and served 
the delicious lunch; and to Pastor Wright who gave a 
lovely farewell and told all that I had forgotten like Del's 
service to his country as a medical technician, riding the 
trains and helping those who had been hurt. 
 Del was a special man and a wonderful husband.  I 
thank God for letting me have him for 41 years and for 
all of our good friends! Thank you all again. 
Sincerely, 
Charlotte Cripe  

Thank You Notes 

 

 

 

 

A-V    
1  David/Amy 
8  David/Kelvin 
15  Kelvin/Loni 
22  Loni/Steve 
29  Steve/Amy 
 
Nursery 
1  Megan/Dawna 
8  Sarah/Jenny 
15  Anna/Wendy 
22  Nikki/Marge/Carol 
29  Ben/Kitty 
 
Hospitality 
1  Laninga family 
8  Peryam family 
15  Warren family 
22  Wenzel family 
29  Budzynski family 
 
Prayer 
1  Linda/Donna 
8  Randy/Linda 

15  Cliff/Terri 

22  Bill/Dawna 

29  Linda/Dawna 

 

Offering Counters 

1  Fred/Ross 

8  Fred/Bill 

15  Fred/Randy 

22  Fred/Richard 

29  Fred/Ken 

 

Children’s Church 

15  Peggy/Volunteer 

 

Servers 
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INTERSECTION NEWS 
 

By Sara Stewart 

  

 
March 2015 
In youth group we are continuing to explore the idea of passion and what a passionate rela-
tionship with the Lord looks like… or what it could look like, or should look like.  While this 
topic is worthwhile for our youth to explore, these ideas are things we should all think 
through.  This Wednesday we plan to tackle the following questions… 

1.   What is passion? 
2.   What are you passionate about? 
3.   How do you show your passion? 
4.   Do you ever confuse passion and excitement? 
5.   What would cause you to be dispassionate about something? 
6.   In your mind, what would a passionate relationship with Jesus look like? 
7.   What are some nuts and bolts that ought to accompany a passionate relationship with 
 the Lord? 
8.   Is having a passionate relationship with the Lord important?  Why? 
9.   Can you have a passionate relationship with Christ while feeling discouraged? 
10. Does having a passionate relationship with the Lord look the same for everyone? How? 
11. Why is often more comfortable to have a dispassionate relationship with God? 
12. Why is it problematic to not have a passionate relationship with the Lord? 
13. If your relationship with the Lord lacks passion, how do you change that? 
14. What examples, in the bible, can you recall about passionate relationships with the Lord? 
15. What does community have to do with a passionate relationship with God? 
  
So, for this newsletter I’m not looking to give many answers, but rather give you something 
to chew on.  Do you have a passionate relationship with our Lord?  Are you living that out 
day-to-day? If so, praise God! If not, then maybe thinking though these questions and spend-
ing sometime with our Lord can help get you pointed back in the right direction.  
 
In Christ, 
Sara 
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FCC FAMILY NEWS 

We want to welcome Melinda Merz home.  
We know that it is bitter sweet for her, but 
we thank God for the new plans he has for 

her. 

 
Pesto Chicken Florentine 

2 tablespoons olive oil 
2 cloves garlic, finely chopped 
4 skinless, boneless chicken breast 
halves - cut into strips 
2 cups fresh spinach leaves 

1 (4.5 ounce) pkg dry Alfredo sauce mix 
2 tablespoons pesto 
1 (8 ounce) package dry penne pasta 
1 tablespoon grated Romano cheese 
 

Julia Magnuson has been put 
on hospice.  Please keep her 

and Bud in your prayers. 

1. Heat oil in a large skillet over medium high heat. Add garlic, saute for 1 minute; then 

add chicken and cook for 7 to 8 minutes on each side. When chicken is close to being 
cooked through (no longer pink inside), add spinach and saute all together for 3 to 4 
minutes. 

2. Meanwhile, prepare Alfredo sauce according to package directions. When finished, 

stir in 2 tablespoons pesto; set aside. 

3. In a large pot of salted boiling water, cook pasta for 8 to 10 minutes or until al dente. 

Rinse under cold water and drain. 

4. Add chicken/spinach mixture to pasta, then stir in pesto/Alfredo sauce. Mix well, top 

with cheese and serve. 


