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By Richard League 

 The Leagues' Harp Ministry 

 Vanessa League has been gifted with musical talent that she best expresses through her 
beautiful harp.  She arranges many of the pieces that she plays, though the real joy is in the play-
ing.  Together, we are blessed that she can make a joyful noise, and more, to God's glory. 
 Last year, we went to Ireland so that she could be part of a concert to introduce a CD of 
Psalms set to traditional Irish tunes.  This was a God-arranged happening, as Vanessa met the 
lead artist (Keiran Wimberly) of the music at the worship conference that the congregation sent 
the worship team to, at Calvin College.  In the land of harps, Ms. Wimberly could not find a harp-
ist, but she found one in Grand Rapids when she attended the same worship conference we did. 
Another of the outlets of praise that Vanessa has enjoyed is to be part of the Beit Emeth, House 
of Faith, Jewish Messianic worship team in Mundelein IL, on about a quarterly basis. We were 
invited there by Igor and Vita Swiderski, the couple that twice performed the Seder for our 
church.  Most recently, we went to the wedding of one of the worship team members, and 
 Vanessa played in the service and at the reception. 
 The Swiderski's have moved to Munich, Germany, and are beginning a ministry to Russian 
Jewish emigres there.  Igor has invited us there to have Vanessa play her harp for gatherings 
where they hope to spark interest in Messiah in the Jewish community, as well as the community 
at large.  We also hope to coordinate with a U.S. based mission to Germany through friends with 
whom we went to college. 
 At the aforementioned wedding, we made the acquaintance of Vladimir Musienko, an accom-
plished soprano saxophonist; he plays Christian music in the style of Kenny G. As a friend of the 
groom, he also played for the wedding service; we are friends of the bride.  Vladimir expressed a 
strong desire to play duets with Vanessa, as he found the harp music compellingly worshipful.  In 
further correspondence after the wedding, he has repeated invitations to come to Russia and 
also Israel to perform with him. 
 In addition to these opportunities, and in desiring to answer God's call, Vanessa has played at 
four churches in the Midwest.  She asks only that the churches prayerfully consider supporting 
this ministry vision, and whether to invite the community.  More U.S. concerts are in the offing 
before a trip to Germany in the fall of 2015. 
 We have requested that this ministry be overseen by the Missions Committee, for the sake of 
spiritual and financial accountability.  The funds already collected will be given into a missions 
fund; we will ask for expense reimbursements from the fund, not to exceed the balance in the 
fund. 
 We appreciate the help given by other worship leaders at First Covenant, as our absences 
may become more frequent.  We will be gone this Sunday for Jennifer Schmalzried's wedding, 
and the following Sunday as we go to Lewistown to support a jail ministry. 
 This is how things stand.  We covet your prayers as we try to live out the will of God.  May 
these opportunities come to fruition and the glory be God's. 
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Vacation Bible School preparations are well 

underway.  We are blessed to have all the 

station leaders we need.  Now we are work-

ing on getting our supplies and other staff in 

place.  Please take a look at the donation 

board to see what supplies you can donate 

to help VBS run smoothly.  We have a VBS 

work day scheduled for June 20th at 

9am.  Everyone is invited to come help 

create sets and decorations.  Please also be 

in prayer for this amazing outreach event.  

Pray for the VBS staff and the children that 

will be attending.  Pray that God is glorified 

in all that we do! 
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June 2015 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

1 2 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

3 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

4 

Elders mtg 5:30 

 

 

5 

6:30 Sojourners 

& Koinonia 

6 

 

7 

Lord’s Supper 

Worship Service 

Food collection 

for South Side 

8 

 

9 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

 

 

10 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

11 

 

12 

Love Pkg. 8am 

 

 

13 

Heddington Oaks 

10am 

 

 

14 

Worship Service 

   

15 

 

16 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

17 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

18 

Elders mtg 5:30 

19 

6:30 Sojourners 

& Koinonia 

 

 

20 

VBS set building 

day 9am 

21 

Worship Service 

Kyle Gregory 

JMETs and Chil-

dren's Church 

22 

 

23 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

Hilltoppers 6:30 

24 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

25 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

28 

Worship Service 

All Church Cook-

out 

29 

 

30 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 7 

Ramadan and Praying for Muslims 

 

"The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 
comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Holy Spirit."  John 3:8 

 
A wind is blowing through the House of Islam, Dar al-Islam in Arabic. This is the name 
Muslims give their invisible religious expanse that encompasses 49 nations and and 1.6 
billion Muslims. Islam directs the spiritual affairs of nearly a quarter of the world's popula-
tion. Something great is happening today that is challenging the hold that Islam exercises 
over its followers! New communities of Muslim-background followers of Christ are emerg-
ing from more than 60 separate locations in at least 17 of the 49 countries where Islam 
exists!  While the media presents us with mostly depressing sound bites about the Muslim 
world, it is becoming clear that God is at work among our world's Muslim neighbors in an 
unprecedented way. 
 
Though the total amount of new Christ followers, perhaps 1-5 million, may be a small drop 
in the vast sea of Islam, they are not insignificant. We have a responsibility to be praying 
for the Muslim world. Prayer is especially needed as Muslims enter a time of Ramadan 
which starts on June 18th and ends on July 17th. Ramadan is a month long time of fasting 
and prayer for the Muslim. 
 
To assist you in prayer for the Muslims of the world, the last two Sundays in June and the 
first two Sundays in July there will be special prayer requests for the Muslims of the world 
in the Sunday bulletin. Please join in prayer June 18-July 17 for the millions of Muslims in 
the world. Please pray for the thousands of courageous Muslim- background Christ-
followers who have been touched by the wind of the Spirit, and are paying the price for 
their new faith. Also pray that Christian- background believers will learn how to ride the 
wind of God's Spirit and participate in this growing harvest of Muslims to Christ.  
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Let Us Pray! 

This is a follow-up to the “Minute for Prayer” during the service a couple of weeks ago.  We 

hope to reach more people with this article.  Also, a reminder of what we are trying to do. 

 

We represent the Wednesday Evening Congregational Prayer Group, which meets at the 

church every Wednesday from 6:30 to 7:30 pm to pray.  We pray for the needs and concerns of 

others as far as we know them.  That is where you come into the picture.  We want to serve you 

by praying for your needs. 

 

We realize that with busy lives and other commitments, you might find it impossible to join us 

each Wednesday, although you are certainly welcome to do so.  We know of at least one per-

son who prays at home while we are praying here at church. 

 

We would like for you to make us aware of your needs and concerns, that we might be able to 

pray for you on Wednesday nights.  Just get your prayer concern to us.  

 

There are several ways to contact us, by phone, by email or by written request. 

 

Here is a list of those presently in our group: 

Lucy Dorethy 309-691-0410— L.Dorethy@comcast.net 

Marge Beall 309-685-5162— carolbeall24@yahoo.com 

Linda Irwin 309-676-2590— lakirwin@sbcglobal.net 

Cliff Johnson 309-691-0508— storytellercc@aol.com 

David Budzynski 309-692-2099—david.budzynski@gmail.com 

Bud Magnuson 309-697-0414—n9ptu@sbcglobal.net 

 

Please reach out to us with your prayer needs! 
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School Supplies 

 

 

 

 

A-V    
7  Loni/Steve 

14  Steve/Amy 

21  David/Kelvin 

28  David/Loni 
 

Nursery 

7  Ben/Marge 

14  Wendy/Kitty 

21  Mark/KimD. 
28  Nena/Cody 

 

Hospitality 

7  Laninga 

14  Peryam 

21  Warren 

28  Wenzel 
 

Prayer 
7  Linda/Donna 

14  Randy/Linda 

21  Cliff/Terri 
28  Bill/Dawna 

 

Offering Counters 

7  Richard/Ken 

14  Richard/Bill 
21  Richard/Volunteer 
28  Richard/Ross 

 

Children’s Church 

Kim D./Sara U. 

Servers 
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INTERSECTION	NEWS	

 

By Sara Stewart 

  

 

June 2015 

 Dearest Congrega�on, 

Are you s�ll looking to unload those pesky, unwanted, needless, useless, annoying, 

and frustra�ng pennies?  Well…. We would LOVE them! 

 

In all seriousness, this summer we are planning on doing our penny floor.  So, if you 

have some pennies, we s�ll need a few-ish. 

Thanks in advance! 

The Youth 
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FCC	FAMILY	NEWS	

Congratulations to those who are graduating from High School—
Sarah , Anna , Shelby , Megan, Kelia & from Jr. High-Stephen, Joe, 

Michael, Gabbie, David, Joe, Josh and Jeremiah  

4 skinless, boneless chicken breast halves - cubed 

1/8 cup margarine  

1 (7 oz.) package dry Italian-style salad dressing mix  

1 (8 oz.) package cream cheese  

1 (10.75 oz.) can condensed cream of chicken soup 

Slow Cooker Chicken Stroganoff  

1. Put chicken, margarine and dressing mix in slow cooker; mix together and 
 cook on low for 5 to 6 hours. 
2. Add cream cheese and soup, mix together and cook on high for another 1/2 
 hour or until heated t through and warm. 


