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By Pastor Kevin 

Though I detassled corn for a summer when I was in High School, I’m not really much of a farmer (in no 
small part due to the fact that I really didn’t like detassling corn for a summer when I was in High 
School).  But being an historian, I do understand at least a few simple concepts about growing crops. 
 
As far as I can tell, in the history of agriculture, there have been only three kinds of people on this plan-
et who don’t plant seeds:   
 

1) Hunter/gatherers, who live day-by-day, hoping to harvest the fruits that just naturally happen to 
grow up around them.  Bear in mind, these hunter/gatherer groups tend to stay small, since not 
that much food just happens to grow up around them. 

2) Consumers, who happily pay someone else to go plant beans, raise pigs, etc., because they’re 
busy doing something else that’s more important to them—though they still want to eat their 
pork ’n’ beans.  Not everyone needs to be a professional farmer, but everyone still needs food. 

3) Farmers who don’t understand farming.  They wish to grow corn, but plant no corn; they wish 
to see wheat sprout up, but plant no wheat; they wish to milk their cows, but never invest in 
cows to milk; etc.  It’s hard to picture farmers who would so tragically misunderstand their own 
process—but it’s clear to me that those farmers will starve. 

 
As far as I can tell, in the history of Christianity, there have similarly been only three kinds of Christians 
who don’t plant the seeds of the Gospel in the world around them: 
 

1) Hunter/gatherer Christians, who live day-by-day, hoping to harvest the new Christians who just 
naturally happen to show up at their door.  Bear in mind, these hunter/gatherer churches tend 
to stay small, since not that many Christians just happen to show up at their door. 

2) Consumer Christians, who happily pay someone else to go interact with non-Christians, share 
the Gospel, etc., because they’re busy doing something else that’s more important to them—
though they still want to see their churches grow.  Not everyone needs to be a professional 
minister, obviously, but everyone needs to be actively, personally fulfilling the call of God to be 
planting the seeds of the Gospel in others. 

3) Christians who don’t understand Christianity.  They wish to grow as a church, but plant no new 
Christian hearts; they wish to see their church’s resources grow, but never invest in the new 
people who will bring those resources in; etc.  It’s hard to picture Christians who would so trag-
ically misunderstand their own process—but it’s clear to me that those churches will starve. 

 
Let’s be the kinds of Christians who understand and obey what God is calling us to, and who genuinely 
desire to be an active part in seeing those walking in darkness around us to come and see the light… 
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Church family, we are all in this business of life 

together.  It is up to each one of us to love 

and support each other as we all grow in our 

faith and in our relationships with each oth-

er.  Let's make sure we take the time to encour-

age each other and each unique ministry God 

has called us to, especially those who serve in 

specific roles in our church.  Whether it is Pas-

tor Kevin, Sara, Vanessa, the A/V team, the el-

ders, the deacons, and the countless others 

that take time to selflessly give of themselves, 

let's be thankful and encouraging to them as 

they contribute to providing a place of worship 

that is loving and safe.  This article has some 

good reminders of what to do or what not to do 

as we interact with all those who serve. See 

page 6 for an abbreviated version of the article. 

 

Kristi Christianson 

Fellowship Deacon 
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Elders mtg 5:30 
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6:30 Sojourners 
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Sunday School 

Worship Service 

Lord’s Supper 
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Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 
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Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  
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MOPS 
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Heddington Oaks 

10am 
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Sunday School 

Worship Service 
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Worship Prac-
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Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  
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Elder Mtg 5:30 
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6:30 Sojourners 

& Koinonia 
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Worship Service 

Lord’s Supper 
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20 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

21 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

22 

! 

 

23 

MOPS 
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Covenant Mid-

Winter Confer-

ence 24th-26th 

 

25 

Sunday School 

Worship Service 

 

26 

 

27 

Hilltoppers 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

 

 

28 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

29 30 31 
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Update on Melinda Merz 

Dear First Covenant Church 

 

Thank you for your response to my current visa situation. I am diligently working 

to tie up all the situations and things that are in need of finishing before I leave. You 

might be asking, when will I be departing Australia? At this point, I have a ticket re-

served (but not paid for) for Feb 2nd. You also might ask, where will I go? At this 

point, I will return to Illinois where my family resides. I still endeavor to pursue mis-

sions at this point and will remain with YWAM until it becomes clear that it is not 

God's will to do so. 

 There are many things that need to happen before I can go and this is the reason 

for my email to you. I would really love some prayer support in this transition. I am 

struggling under the weight of all that needs to happen in the next 5 weeks. To give 

you an idea of the different pressures, I am finishing up the homework for the Mas-

ters, I am working on re-adjusting my thesis project, I am helping wrap things up this 

week for the July school that I staffed, I am preparing for the January school that I 

was going to lead, I am helping train up a new leader to take over the school, I am 

looking for staff to assist the new leader, I am hosting my sister for three weeks in 

the midst of that, I am selling my furniture and car, I am packing my life in to three or 

so pieces of luggage and moving away from my home, I am celebrating Christmas 

and New Years, and finally, I am trying to say goodbye to all of my dear friends. 

 Please pray for me. I need you in this time. 

 If you have any encouragements or words from the Lord, I would love to hear 

them. If you have no words but are standing with me, I would love to know that. You 

are precious people to me and have been so supportive through a many things. I am 

in great need. Thank you in advance for standing with me through all of this process. 

 

With deep gratitude and dependency on the Lord,              

Melinda  
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Signs of Burning Out Your Staff 

 
   

 1. You’ve never written an encouraging note. 
Part of the problem is that we members only notice when things go poorly. Take time 
to look around and see who is pulling the weight and remember to thank them for 
their service. Next Sunday, thank the sound guy or girl for doing such a good job. I 
swear their heads will explode. 

 
2. You underpay your staff. 

Let’s not wait to get into the hard stuff! A lot of churches grossly underpay their staff. 
The reality though is that there’s not a lot of money in the budget. Some churches 
would love to pay more but simply can’t. The problem is compounded though when 
churches underpay and under vacation their staff. As a church, you might never 
have the ability to pay more money to staff, but you have the ability to give them 
more vacation days. Strike a balance to the best of your ability. 

 
3. You want programs without serving in those programs. 

Want the church to do a musical? Think there should be a softball team? Want the 
kids department to be better? Volunteer. If you’re attending a church and want a new 
program, stop think about the resources the church has, then think about how you 
can lead or serve in a way that benefits the whole church. New programs are great, 
but it takes time to build up a team, so the burden of work doesn’t land on just a few.  
It is better to do a few things well then to burn everyone out. 

 

http://stuffchristianslike.net/2013/11/13/dear-church-11-signs-youre-burning-staff/  
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Just One Request 

 

Dear Master for this coming year  

Just one request I bring:  

I do not pray for happiness,  

Or any earthly thing—  

I do not ask to understand  

The way Thou leadest me,  

But this I ask: Teach me to do  

The thing that pleaseth Thee.  

 

I want to know Thy guiding voice,  

To walk with Thee each day.  

Dear Master make me swift to hear  

And ready to obey.  

And thus the year I now begin  

A happy year will be—  

 

 

 

http://christianity.about.com/od/newyearsprayersverses/qt/

newyearspoems.htm 

New Years Prayer 

 

 

 

 

A-V    
4  David/Kelvin 

11  Steve/Loni 
18  Steve/Amy 

25  David/Kelvin 

 

Nursery 

4  Nikki/Marge 

11  Ben/Kitty 

18  Mark/Kim D. 
25  Nena/Cody 

 

Hospitality 

4  Kampa family 

11  Laninga family 

18  Peryam family 

25  Warren family 

 

Prayer 
4  Linda/Donna 

11  Randy/Linda 

18  Cliff/Judy 

25  Bill/Dawna 

 

Offering Counters 

4  Mike/Randy 

11  Mike/Richard 

18  Mike/Bill 

25  Mike/Ken 

 

Children’s Church 

18  Peggy/Volunteer 

 

Servers 
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INTERSECTION	NEWS	

 

By Sara Stewart 

  

 

January 2015 

We had a wonderful Thistily Party in December! 

What is a Thistily Party?  Well, that's what we called this past year's youth Thanksgiving/

Christmas/Family gathering.  We broke tradition and tried a new outreach/gathering.  We got 

together for a family meal, and Pastor Kevin told the Christmas story.   

Our hope was that youth who don't have families that attend FCC would get a chance to bring 

them along, and show them what an awesome group we are all a part of.  We had one large 

family of non-FCCers come and we really got to get to know them and hopefully make a good 

impression on them.  The whole evening went well and the youth really enjoyed themselves.  

Pastor Kevin’s telling of the Christmas story was awesome and it really seemed to connect with 

the kids.  I think that the Thistily Party will become our new holiday tradition! 

On another note, the youth are all looking forward to the New Years Eve Game Night!  I encour-

age them and the whole church to mix together that night and build community with one-

another.  Many of our youth could really use the love and attention of a kind adult and lets face 

it, it is to easy to become a stagnant Christian if we don’t seek to share our lives with others.   

May God Bless you in this New Year! 

 In Christ, 

Sara 
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FCC	FAMILY	NEWS	

Dear Friends at First Covenant, Thank 
you for your friendship and support. We 
wish everyone a blessed Thanksgiving 

Paul And Linda Erickson 

 

We sing about Figgy Pudding, but what is it?  

1/2 cup (1 stick) butter, at room temperature 2 eggs 

1 cup molasses          1/2 teaspoon grated lemon peel 
2 cups dried figs (about 1 pound), stems removed, chopped fine 

1 cup buttermilk          1/2 cup walnuts, chopped 

2-1/2 cups all-purpose flour      1/2 teaspoon baking soda 

2 teaspoons baking powder      1 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon     1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

 

In an electric mixer, cream the butter until fluffy. Add the eggs and molasses and beat again. 
Add the figs, lemon peel, buttermilk, and walnuts. Blend 1 minute. Add the flour, baking soda, 
baking powder, salt, cinnamon, and nutmeg. Blend until everything is incorporated. 
 

Grease and flour and 8 by 4-inch souffle dish and pour in the batter. Bake in a 325-degree F. 
oven for 1 hour, or until a toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean. 
 

Spoon the pudding out onto plates or cut it into wedges. Garnish with the whipped cream.  
 (This is truly nasty stuff I don’t recommend making it :) Wendy 
  

Melinda Merz was denied a new 
work VISA. She will be coming 
home to Peoria, till the Lord 

leads her elsewhere. 

Nikki and Mark Andrews have moved their 
new address is 813 W. Hanssler Place 

Peoria IL 


