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The Gifts of the Holy SpiritThe Gifts of the Holy Spirit
God supernaturally gifts His people for God supernaturally gifts His people for 
ministry through His Holy Spiritministry through His Holy Spirit

Read 1 Corinthians 12:27-30Read 1 Corinthians 12:27-30
What is Paul's point here, as he sums up his argument What is Paul's point here, as he sums up his argument 
about spiritual gifts?about spiritual gifts?
What does that suggest about how the Corinthians (or What does that suggest about how the Corinthians (or 
even today's church) can abuse the Spirit's giftings?even today's church) can abuse the Spirit's giftings?



The Gifts of the Holy SpiritThe Gifts of the Holy Spirit
God supernaturally gifts His people for God supernaturally gifts His people for 
ministry through His Holy Spiritministry through His Holy Spirit

Read 1 Corinthians 12:27-30Read 1 Corinthians 12:27-30
Read 1 Corinthians 12:31Read 1 Corinthians 12:31

Why does Paul interrupt his whole discussion about Why does Paul interrupt his whole discussion about 
spiritual gifts (which he picks up again in chapter 14) spiritual gifts (which he picks up again in chapter 14) 
with this tangent into chapter 13—the “with this tangent into chapter 13—the “lovelove chapter”? chapter”?

How does he How does he endend verse 31 here—and why is that  verse 31 here—and why is that 
significant?significant?



The Gifts of the Holy SpiritThe Gifts of the Holy Spirit
God supernaturally gifts His people for God supernaturally gifts His people for 
ministry through His Holy Spiritministry through His Holy Spirit

Read 1 Corinthians 12:27-30Read 1 Corinthians 12:27-30
Read 1 Corinthians 12:31Read 1 Corinthians 12:31
Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Instead of thinking of this as the beginning of chapter Instead of thinking of this as the beginning of chapter 
13, remember that originally, there 13, remember that originally, there werewere no chapter  no chapter 
divisions, and try to think of it as just a continuation of divisions, and try to think of it as just a continuation of 
the argument that Paul's been makingthe argument that Paul's been making

Try reading 1 Corinthians 12:29-13:3, adding in the Try reading 1 Corinthians 12:29-13:3, adding in the 
implied “Because...” at the beginning of 13:1implied “Because...” at the beginning of 13:1

How does Paul use chapter 13 to arguably put the How does Paul use chapter 13 to arguably put the 
Corinthians abusers in their place?Corinthians abusers in their place?
How can chapter 13 arguably put How can chapter 13 arguably put usus in  in ourour place  place 
today?today?



The Gifts of the Holy SpiritThe Gifts of the Holy Spirit
Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...

Forgetting modern Christian weddings for a Forgetting modern Christian weddings for a 
moment, try to read 1 Corinthians 13:4-11 moment, try to read 1 Corinthians 13:4-11 solelysolely in  in 
light of Paul's context of discussing the Corinthians' light of Paul's context of discussing the Corinthians' 
attitudes about spiritual gifts (and each other)—attitudes about spiritual gifts (and each other)—

Love is patient, love is kind. Love is patient, love is kind. 
It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth.truth.
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres.always perseveres.
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, 
they will cease; where there are tongues, they will they will cease; where there are tongues, they will 
be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass 
away.away.
For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but 
when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.
When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought 
like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I put childish ways behind me.became a man, I put childish ways behind me.
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Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...22

Again, 1 Corinthians 13:8 is often cited as an Again, 1 Corinthians 13:8 is often cited as an 
argument that “sign” gifts such as prophecies, argument that “sign” gifts such as prophecies, 
speaking in tongues, knowledge, etc., have ceasedspeaking in tongues, knowledge, etc., have ceased

Does Paul indicate in this verse when these gifts Does Paul indicate in this verse when these gifts had had 
alreadyalready ceased being given by God? ceased being given by God?
Does Paul indicate in this verse when these gifts Does Paul indicate in this verse when these gifts willwill  
eventually eventually cease being given by God?cease being given by God?
Does Paul indicate in verses 9-12 when these gifts Does Paul indicate in verses 9-12 when these gifts 
will eventually cease being given by God?will eventually cease being given by God?

Has this “perfection” or “completeness” come yet?    Has this “perfection” or “completeness” come yet?    
(i.e.; do we see Jesus “face-to-face” yet?)(i.e.; do we see Jesus “face-to-face” yet?)

Why would gifts like prophecy, speaking in tongues, Why would gifts like prophecy, speaking in tongues, 
or knowledge logically cease being given when all or knowledge logically cease being given when all 
Christians from all time are standing together in Christians from all time are standing together in 
complete union—knowing fully and being fully knowncomplete union—knowing fully and being fully known
—in the presence of God Himself?—in the presence of God Himself?

If all of this makes sense, then why have so many If all of this makes sense, then why have so many 
cessationists developed the doctrine that all “sign cessationists developed the doctrine that all “sign 
gifts” ceased at the death of the last Apostle?gifts” ceased at the death of the last Apostle?
(i.e.; the (i.e.; the oppositeopposite conclusion to the similarly conclusion to the similarly
unbiblical doctrine that unbiblical doctrine that everyoneeveryone should step  should step 
out in the out in the samesame “sign gifts” if they want to be “sign gifts” if they want to be
healthy Christians)healthy Christians)



The Gifts of the Holy SpiritThe Gifts of the Holy Spirit
God supernaturally gifts His people for God supernaturally gifts His people for 
ministry through His Holy Spiritministry through His Holy Spirit

Read 1 Corinthians 12:27-30Read 1 Corinthians 12:27-30
Read 1 Corinthians 12:31Read 1 Corinthians 12:31
Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3
Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-12Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-12
Read 1 Corinthians 13:13Read 1 Corinthians 13:13

Why do “faith, hope, and love” remain?Why do “faith, hope, and love” remain?
Why is the Why is the greatestgreatest of these still love? of these still love?

Tricksy question #1:  Is Paul talking about faith, hope, Tricksy question #1:  Is Paul talking about faith, hope, 
and love as spiritual gifts, or is he talking about them—and love as spiritual gifts, or is he talking about them—
especially especially lovelove—as the means by which we best make —as the means by which we best make 
use of spiritual gifts?use of spiritual gifts?
Tricksy question #2:  If stopping in 1 Corinthians 13 to Tricksy question #2:  If stopping in 1 Corinthians 13 to 
talk about talk about lovingloving each other better is  each other better is notnot a  a tangenttangent——
then what does then what does that that suggest about why Paul is even suggest about why Paul is even 
bringing up the subject of spiritual gifts in chapters 12 bringing up the subject of spiritual gifts in chapters 12 
and 14 in the and 14 in the firstfirst place? place?

(How does that put things into a different perspective (How does that put things into a different perspective 
as we look at the idea of spiritual gifts at all?)as we look at the idea of spiritual gifts at all?)
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