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Who Is He, and Why Don't We Know Him So Well?Who Is He, and Why Don't We Know Him So Well?



The Spirit Before PentecostThe Spirit Before Pentecost
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The Gifts of the SpiritThe Gifts of the Spirit

Meeting the Holy SpiritMeeting the Holy Spirit



The Explosion at PentecostThe Explosion at Pentecost
Describe the church prior to PentecostDescribe the church prior to Pentecost

How actively involved was the Holy Spirit with How actively involved was the Holy Spirit with 
things between Easter morning and Pentecost?things between Easter morning and Pentecost?

Read Acts 1:1-2Read Acts 1:1-2
Read Acts 1:4-6Read Acts 1:4-6
Read Acts 1:7-8Read Acts 1:7-8
Read Acts 1:15-17, 20Read Acts 1:15-17, 20
How did God prepare His followers for the baptism in How did God prepare His followers for the baptism in 
the Spirit that was coming?the Spirit that was coming?

As review, how was this “baptism” functionally As review, how was this “baptism” functionally 
different than when they had “received” the Spirit different than when they had “received” the Spirit 
at Christ's first post-resurrection appearance to at Christ's first post-resurrection appearance to 
them back in John 20:19-22?them back in John 20:19-22?



The Explosion at PentecostThe Explosion at Pentecost
Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...

How had Jesus talked about their future relationship How had Jesus talked about their future relationship 
with the Spirit, even prior to His crucifixion?with the Spirit, even prior to His crucifixion?

Read John 16:5-7Read John 16:5-7
How does Jesus refer to the Spirit here? How does Jesus refer to the Spirit here? 

(N(NOTEOTE:  The word “:  The word “παράκλητοςπαράκλητος” or “” or “paraklētosparaklētos” ” 
literally means “one who speaks from alongside”literally means “one who speaks from alongside”
——it was used in the Greek world to refer to an it was used in the Greek world to refer to an 
intercessor who would act as legal counsel for youintercessor who would act as legal counsel for you

(in the modern world, the “Paraclete SOHPC” (in the modern world, the “Paraclete SOHPC” 
is one of the best personal body armors is one of the best personal body armors 
available for tactical gear—why would anyone available for tactical gear—why would anyone 
choose choose thatthat name for it?) name for it?)



The Explosion at PentecostThe Explosion at Pentecost
Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...

How had Jesus talked about their future relationship How had Jesus talked about their future relationship 
with the Spirit, even prior to His crucifixion?with the Spirit, even prior to His crucifixion?

Read John 16:5-7Read John 16:5-7
How does Jesus refer to the Spirit here? How does Jesus refer to the Spirit here? 

(N(NOTEOTE:  The word “:  The word “παράκλητοςπαράκλητος” or “” or “paraklētosparaklētos” ” 
literally means “one who speaks from alongside”literally means “one who speaks from alongside”
——it was used in the Greek world to refer to an it was used in the Greek world to refer to an 
intercessor who would act as legal counsel for youintercessor who would act as legal counsel for you
——so would you translate that as a “counselor” or so would you translate that as a “counselor” or 
an “advocate” or even a “comforter / protector in an “advocate” or even a “comforter / protector in 
time of intense need” or what?)time of intense need” or what?)

How would you argue that Jesus sees God's How would you argue that Jesus sees God's 
Spirit as the Spirit as the ultimateultimate “one who speaks from  “one who speaks from 
alongside” you?alongside” you?
How might that title be relevant even, say, at How might that title be relevant even, say, at 
Pentecost...? Pentecost...? 

How does (or should) the Holy Spirit live How does (or should) the Holy Spirit live 
out that role out in your own life?out that role out in your own life?



The Explosion at PentecostThe Explosion at Pentecost
Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...

How had Jesus talked about their future relationship How had Jesus talked about their future relationship 
with the Spirit, even prior to His crucifixion?with the Spirit, even prior to His crucifixion?

Read John 16:5-7Read John 16:5-7
Read John 16:8-13aRead John 16:8-13a

If this is true, then how is this a If this is true, then how is this a “good”“good” thing back in  thing back in 
verse 7?verse 7?

If we If we keepkeep reading, how does Jesus flesh this out? reading, how does Jesus flesh this out?
So is the Spirit the one who So is the Spirit the one who convictsconvicts us of sin, or  us of sin, or 
the one who the one who advocates advocates forfor us  us whenwhen we sin? we sin?

How so?How so?



The Explosion at PentecostThe Explosion at Pentecost
Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...

How had Jesus talked about their future relationship How had Jesus talked about their future relationship 
with the Spirit, even prior to His crucifixion?with the Spirit, even prior to His crucifixion?

Read John 16:5-7Read John 16:5-7
Read John 16:8-13aRead John 16:8-13a

If this is true, then how is this a If this is true, then how is this a “good”“good” thing back in  thing back in 
verse 7?verse 7?
Are the Holy Spirit's actions here consistent with His Are the Holy Spirit's actions here consistent with His 
overall Biblical ministry and purpose that we've seen overall Biblical ministry and purpose that we've seen 
thus far throughout both the Old and New thus far throughout both the Old and New 
Testaments?  Why or why not?Testaments?  Why or why not?



The Explosion at PentecostThe Explosion at Pentecost
Describe the church prior to PentecostDescribe the church prior to Pentecost

How actively involved was the Holy Spirit with How actively involved was the Holy Spirit with 
things between Easter morning and Pentecost?things between Easter morning and Pentecost?

Read Acts 1:1-2Read Acts 1:1-2
Read Acts 1:4-6Read Acts 1:4-6
Read Acts 1:7-8Read Acts 1:7-8
Read Acts 1:15-17, 20Read Acts 1:15-17, 20
Read Acts 2:1Read Acts 2:1

What exactly was “Pentecost” again?What exactly was “Pentecost” again?



The Explosion at PentecostThe Explosion at Pentecost
Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...

““Pentecost” (“Pentecost” (“ΠεντηκοστήΠεντηκοστή” or “” or “PentēkostēPentēkostē”) just ”) just 
means “the fiftieth”—but means “the fiftieth”—but whywhy??

It was the fiftieth day of the Feast of WeeksIt was the fiftieth day of the Feast of Weeks
(i.e.; (i.e.; ShavuotShavuot, or “, or “תתשבועותשבועות ””))



The Explosion at PentecostThe Explosion at Pentecost
Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...

““Pentecost” (“Pentecost” (“ΠεντηκοστήΠεντηκοστή” or “” or “PentēkostēPentēkostē”) just ”) just 
means “the fiftieth”—but means “the fiftieth”—but whywhy??

It was the fiftieth day of the Feast of Weeks—the day It was the fiftieth day of the Feast of Weeks—the day 
after the seventh seven-day week of the festival, after the seventh seven-day week of the festival, 
when they would commemorate Moses bringing the when they would commemorate Moses bringing the 
commandments of God to the people of Godcommandments of God to the people of God

According to Jewish tradition, the fire of God blazed According to Jewish tradition, the fire of God blazed 
and God's Spirit broke out into seventy different and God's Spirit broke out into seventy different 
languages when Moses spoke the Law that first timelanguages when Moses spoke the Law that first time



The Explosion at PentecostThe Explosion at Pentecost
Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...

““Pentecost” (“Pentecost” (“ΠεντηκοστήΠεντηκοστή” or “” or “PentēkostēPentēkostē”) just ”) just 
means “the fiftieth”—but means “the fiftieth”—but whywhy??

It was the fiftieth day of the Feast of Weeks—the day It was the fiftieth day of the Feast of Weeks—the day 
after the seventh seven-day week of the festival, after the seventh seven-day week of the festival, 
when they would commemorate Moses bringing the when they would commemorate Moses bringing the 
commandments of God to the people of Godcommandments of God to the people of God
It was also the day each year when the Jews It was also the day each year when the Jews 
celebrated the grain harvest being brought incelebrated the grain harvest being brought in

(which is why it was also known as the “Festival of (which is why it was also known as the “Festival of 
Reaping” or the “Festival of First Fruits”)Reaping” or the “Festival of First Fruits”)

(and—as (and—as God'sGod's first fruits—every Jew thus had to  first fruits—every Jew thus had to 
present themselves before God at the Temple)present themselves before God at the Temple)



The Explosion at PentecostThe Explosion at Pentecost
Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...

““Pentecost” (“Pentecost” (“ΠεντηκοστήΠεντηκοστή” or “” or “PentēkostēPentēkostē”) just ”) just 
means “the fiftieth”—but means “the fiftieth”—but whywhy??

It was the fiftieth day of the Feast of Weeks—the day It was the fiftieth day of the Feast of Weeks—the day 
after the seventh seven-day week of the festival, after the seventh seven-day week of the festival, 
when they would commemorate Moses bringing the when they would commemorate Moses bringing the 
commandments of God to the people of Godcommandments of God to the people of God
It was also the day each year when the Jews It was also the day each year when the Jews 
celebrated the grain harvest being brought incelebrated the grain harvest being brought in
So why might people have been primed for So why might people have been primed for 
“Pentecost” at Pentecost?“Pentecost” at Pentecost?



The Explosion at PentecostThe Explosion at Pentecost
Describe the church prior to PentecostDescribe the church prior to Pentecost

How actively involved was the Holy Spirit with How actively involved was the Holy Spirit with 
things between Easter morning and Pentecost?things between Easter morning and Pentecost?

Read Acts 1:1-2Read Acts 1:1-2
Read Acts 1:4-6Read Acts 1:4-6
Read Acts 1:7-8Read Acts 1:7-8
Read Acts 1:15-17, 20Read Acts 1:15-17, 20
Read Acts 2:1-4Read Acts 2:1-4

What stands out here as the most bizarre or exciting What stands out here as the most bizarre or exciting 
element(s) of this episode to you?  And why?element(s) of this episode to you?  And why?

What reason(s) do you think that God had for What reason(s) do you think that God had for 
doing “Pentecost” this way?doing “Pentecost” this way?



The Explosion at PentecostThe Explosion at Pentecost
Describe the church prior to PentecostDescribe the church prior to Pentecost

How actively involved was the Holy Spirit with How actively involved was the Holy Spirit with 
things between Easter morning and Pentecost?things between Easter morning and Pentecost?

Read Acts 1:1-2Read Acts 1:1-2
Read Acts 1:4-6Read Acts 1:4-6
Read Acts 1:7-8Read Acts 1:7-8
Read Acts 1:15-17, 20Read Acts 1:15-17, 20
Read Acts 2:1-4Read Acts 2:1-4
Read Acts 2:5Read Acts 2:5

Why?  Why were they all there in Jerusalem?Why?  Why were they all there in Jerusalem?
So what reason(s) do you think that God had for So what reason(s) do you think that God had for 
doing “Pentecost” this way, on this day?doing “Pentecost” this way, on this day?

Does the Holy Spirit still have the same Does the Holy Spirit still have the same 
mission and ministry of outreach through mission and ministry of outreach through 
God's empowered people to draw other God's empowered people to draw other 
people to honor God today?  Why or why not?people to honor God today?  Why or why not?
Do we?Do we?
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