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The ReturnThe Return
Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...

Remember, we're looking at Remember, we're looking at Ezra-Nehemiah Ezra-Nehemiah as one as one 
continuous story, not two separate bookscontinuous story, not two separate books

We're telling the story of the return of God's people We're telling the story of the return of God's people 
to their homeland after a 70-year exileto their homeland after a 70-year exile

In 733-722 In 733-722 BCBC, the Assyrians invaded under King , the Assyrians invaded under King 
Tukultī-apil-Ešarra (Tiglath-Pileser III) and othersTukultī-apil-Ešarra (Tiglath-Pileser III) and others

The Northern Kingdom of Israel was basically The Northern Kingdom of Israel was basically 
dissolved, repatriated with Assyrians, and turned dissolved, repatriated with Assyrians, and turned 
into the vassal state of Samariainto the vassal state of Samaria



The ReturnThe Return
Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...

Remember, we're looking at Remember, we're looking at Ezra-Nehemiah Ezra-Nehemiah as one as one 
continuous story, not two separate bookscontinuous story, not two separate books

We're telling the story of the return of God's people We're telling the story of the return of God's people 
to their homeland after a 70-year exileto their homeland after a 70-year exile

In 733-722 In 733-722 BCBC, the Assyrians invaded, the Assyrians invaded
In 586 In 586 BCBC, the Babylonians invaded under King  , the Babylonians invaded under King  
Nabû-kudurri-uṣur (Nebuchadnezzar II)Nabû-kudurri-uṣur (Nebuchadnezzar II)

The Southern Kingdom of Judah was utterly The Southern Kingdom of Judah was utterly 
destroyed and basically left  destroyed and basically left        
a wasteland, its people a wasteland, its people 
dragged off to Babylondragged off to Babylon
Nebuchadnezzar evenNebuchadnezzar even
destroyed the Temple,destroyed the Temple,
burned every copy of theburned every copy of the
Torah, and tried to stampTorah, and tried to stamp
out the Hebrew languageout the Hebrew language

Isaiah 14 more or lessIsaiah 14 more or less
straight-up parallels King straight-up parallels King 
Nebuchadnezzar to SatanNebuchadnezzar to Satan



The ReturnThe Return
Funky little teaching moment...Funky little teaching moment...

Remember, we're looking at Remember, we're looking at Ezra-Nehemiah Ezra-Nehemiah as one as one 
continuous story, not two separate bookscontinuous story, not two separate books

We're telling the story of the return of God's people We're telling the story of the return of God's people 
to their homeland after a 70-year exileto their homeland after a 70-year exile

In 733-722 In 733-722 BCBC, the Assyrians invaded, the Assyrians invaded
In 586 In 586 BCBC, the Babylonians invaded , the Babylonians invaded 
But in 540 But in 540 BCBC, Babylon itself was invaded by Persian , Babylon itself was invaded by Persian 
King Kūruš (Cyrus II, or “Cyrus the Great”)King Kūruš (Cyrus II, or “Cyrus the Great”)

And Isaiah 45:1 actually calls Cyrus a “messiah” And Isaiah 45:1 actually calls Cyrus a “messiah” 
who was commissioned by Godwho was commissioned by God
Because in Isaiah 44:28, the Lord says,Because in Isaiah 44:28, the Lord says,

““He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that 
I please; he will say of Jerusalem, 'Let it be I please; he will say of Jerusalem, 'Let it be 
rebuilt,' and of the temple, 'Let its foundations rebuilt,' and of the temple, 'Let its foundations 
be laid.'”be laid.'”

NNOTEOTE: That prophecy was given 150 years before : That prophecy was given 150 years before 
the events of Ezra 1:1...the events of Ezra 1:1...



The ReturnThe Return
Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...

The first verse is really important, so let's look at The first verse is really important, so let's look at 
that in some detail...that in some detail...

Ezra 1:1Ezra 1:1
““In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to 
fulfill the word of the Lfulfill the word of the LORDORD...”...”

Stop for a second and think about that—Stop for a second and think about that—
Why did Martin Luther want the exilic historical Why did Martin Luther want the exilic historical 
Book of Esther removed from the Bible?Book of Esther removed from the Bible?

What is the core theological concern of What is the core theological concern of 
God's people reflected by its structure?God's people reflected by its structure?

How does the exilic poetical Book of How does the exilic poetical Book of 
Lamentations begin?Lamentations begin?

(N(NOTEOTE:  The Hebrew name of the book is :  The Hebrew name of the book is 
simply, “simply, “HowHow...?”—and what does ...?”—and what does thatthat  
suggest about how the people of God were suggest about how the people of God were 
feeling right about then?)feeling right about then?)

Why would Nebuchadnezzar believe that the Why would Nebuchadnezzar believe that the 
Jews would actually bow and worship him in Jews would actually bow and worship him in 
the historical/prophetic book of Daniel?the historical/prophetic book of Daniel?

God had God had abandonedabandoned His people, His people,
hadn't He?hadn't He?



The ReturnThe Return
Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...

The first verse is really important, so let's look at The first verse is really important, so let's look at 
that in some detail...that in some detail...

Ezra 1:1Ezra 1:1
““In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to 
fulfill the word of the Lfulfill the word of the LORDORD...”...”

Stop for a second and think about thatStop for a second and think about that
But here at the beginning of Ezra-Nehemiah, God But here at the beginning of Ezra-Nehemiah, God 
says that He had says that He had alwaysalways had a plan to bring His  had a plan to bring His 
people back home—even demonstrating His people back home—even demonstrating His 
sovereignty over a pagan king sovereignty over a pagan king called by namecalled by name

Theologically speaking, how does that change Theologically speaking, how does that change 
things?things?
Practically speaking, Practically speaking, when when should that change should that change 
things?things?

When, in retrospect, you When, in retrospect, you recognizerecognize that? that?
What does that suggest that What does that suggest that wewe could  could 
learn today, even from the first part of the learn today, even from the first part of the 
first verse of Ezra-Nehemiah?first verse of Ezra-Nehemiah?



The ReturnThe Return
Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...

The first verse is really important, so let's look at The first verse is really important, so let's look at 
that in some detail...that in some detail...

Ezra 1:1Ezra 1:1
““In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to 
fulfill the word of the Lfulfill the word of the LORDORD...”...”

Stop for a second and think about thatStop for a second and think about that
But here at the beginning of Ezra-Nehemiah, God But here at the beginning of Ezra-Nehemiah, God 
says that He had says that He had alwaysalways had a plan to bring His  had a plan to bring His 
people back home—even demonstrating His people back home—even demonstrating His 
sovereignty over a pagan king sovereignty over a pagan king called by namecalled by name

Theologically speaking, how does that change Theologically speaking, how does that change 
things?things?
Practically speaking, Practically speaking, when when should that change should that change 
things?things?
When everyone was asking, “Where is God?” When everyone was asking, “Where is God?” 
this writer says, “He's been with us all along—this writer says, “He's been with us all along—
He's been He's been sovereignsovereign all along” all along”

We're just so myopic, so blinded by pain, We're just so myopic, so blinded by pain, 
that we haven't seen that our pain wasthat we haven't seen that our pain was
what we'd what we'd earnedearned—but that even —but that even 
His righteous chastisement of us  His righteous chastisement of us  
had had nevernever been His end goal been His end goal
It was what we needed to bring It was what we needed to bring     
us to this point in our historyus to this point in our history



The ReturnThe Return
Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...

The first verse is really important, so let's look at The first verse is really important, so let's look at 
that in some detail...that in some detail...

Ezra 1:1Ezra 1:1
““In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to 
fulfill the word of the Lfulfill the word of the LORDORD...”...”

Stop for a second and think about thatStop for a second and think about that
But here at the beginning of Ezra-Nehemiah, God But here at the beginning of Ezra-Nehemiah, God 
says that He had says that He had alwaysalways had a plan to bring His  had a plan to bring His 
people back home—even demonstrating His people back home—even demonstrating His 
sovereignty over a pagan king sovereignty over a pagan king called by namecalled by name

Theologically speaking, how does that change Theologically speaking, how does that change 
things?things?
Practically speaking, Practically speaking, when when should that change should that change 
things?things?
When everyone was asking, “Where is God?” When everyone was asking, “Where is God?” 
this writer says, “He's been with us all along—this writer says, “He's been with us all along—
He's been He's been sovereignsovereign all along” all along”
So how can So how can wewe apply all of that to our  apply all of that to our ownown  
lives today?lives today?



The ReturnThe Return
Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...

The first verse is really important, so let's look at The first verse is really important, so let's look at 
that in some detail...that in some detail...

Ezra 1:1Ezra 1:1
““In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to 
fulfill the word of the Lfulfill the word of the LORDORD spoken by Jeremiah...” spoken by Jeremiah...”

Stop for a second and think about Stop for a second and think about thatthat
In Jeremiah 29:10-11, This is what God had In Jeremiah 29:10-11, This is what God had 
said to the Jews in exile in Babylon— said to the Jews in exile in Babylon— 

““I will come to you and fulfill my good I will come to you and fulfill my good 
promise to bring you back to this place. For I promise to bring you back to this place. For I 
know the plans I have for you,” declares the know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LLORDORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm , “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.”you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

This is not a “life verse” promise that God This is not a “life verse” promise that God 
always has plans to prosper everyone, but a always has plans to prosper everyone, but a 
personalpersonal promise from God to His people that  promise from God to His people that 
He will not abandon themHe will not abandon them

They might have decades of suffering, They might have decades of suffering, 
but that's just to refine them, temper but that's just to refine them, temper 
them, and make them yearn to comethem, and make them yearn to come
home and realize what they've been home and realize what they've been 
taking for grantedtaking for granted

Can Can wewe apply that today? apply that today?



The ReturnThe Return
Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...

The first verse is really important, so let's look at The first verse is really important, so let's look at 
that in some detail...that in some detail...

Ezra 1:1Ezra 1:1
““In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to 
fulfill the word of the Lfulfill the word of the LORDORD spoken by Jeremiah...” spoken by Jeremiah...”

Stop for a second and think about Stop for a second and think about thatthat
In Jeremiah 29:10-13, This is what God had In Jeremiah 29:10-13, This is what God had 
said to the Jews in exile in Babylon— said to the Jews in exile in Babylon— 

““I will come to you and fulfill my good I will come to you and fulfill my good 
promise to bring you back to this place. For I promise to bring you back to this place. For I 
know the plans I have for you,” declares the know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LLORDORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm , “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.you, plans to give you hope and a future.  
Then you will call on me and come and pray Then you will call on me and come and pray 
to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek 
me and find me when you seek me with all me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart.”your heart.”

That suggests that they That suggests that they hadn'thadn't been  been 
doing that before, doesn't it?doing that before, doesn't it?

Can Can wewe apply that today? apply that today?



The ReturnThe Return
Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...

The first verse is really important, so let's look at The first verse is really important, so let's look at 
that in some detail...that in some detail...

Ezra 1:1Ezra 1:1
““In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to 
fulfill the word of the Lfulfill the word of the LORDORD spoken by Jeremiah...” spoken by Jeremiah...”

Stop for a second and think about Stop for a second and think about thatthat
In Jeremiah 29:10-14, This is what God had In Jeremiah 29:10-14, This is what God had 
said to the Jews in exile in Babylon— said to the Jews in exile in Babylon— 

““I will come to you and fulfill my good I will come to you and fulfill my good 
promise to bring you back to this place. For I promise to bring you back to this place. For I 
know the plans I have for you,” declares the know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LLORDORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm , “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.you, plans to give you hope and a future.  
Then you will call on me and come and pray Then you will call on me and come and pray 
to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek 
me and find me when you seek me with all me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart.your heart. I will be found by you,” declares  I will be found by you,” declares 
the Lthe LORDORD, “and will bring you back from , “and will bring you back from 
captivity. I will gather you from all the captivity. I will gather you from all the 
nations and places where I have nations and places where I have 
banished you,” declares the Lbanished you,” declares the LORDORD, , 
“and will bring you back to the place “and will bring you back to the place 
from which I carried you into exile.”from which I carried you into exile.”

Can Can wewe apply  apply thatthat today? today?



The ReturnThe Return
Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...

The first verse is really important, so let's look at The first verse is really important, so let's look at 
that in some detail...that in some detail...

Ezra 1:1Ezra 1:1
““In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to 
fulfill the word of the Lfulfill the word of the LORDORD spoken by Jeremiah...” spoken by Jeremiah...”

Stop for a second and think about Stop for a second and think about thatthat
In Jeremiah 29:10-14, This is what God had In Jeremiah 29:10-14, This is what God had 
said to the Jews in exile in Babylonsaid to the Jews in exile in Babylon

Summarize: Which King Summarize: Which King 
carried the people of carried the people of 
God off into exile in God off into exile in 
Babylon—was it Cyrus Babylon—was it Cyrus 
or Nebuchadnezzar?or Nebuchadnezzar?
YYAHWEHAHWEH Himself Himself carried  carried 
His people into exileHis people into exile
andand carried them every  carried them every 
day day duringduring their exile their exile
andand had already  had already 
promised to carry them promised to carry them 
home home afterafter their exile their exile
——and all and all becausebecause He  He 
absolutely knows what absolutely knows what 
He's doingHe's doing
Can we apply that?Can we apply that?



The ReturnThe Return
Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...Let's look at Ezra-Nehemiah itself...

The first verse is really important, so let's look at The first verse is really important, so let's look at 
that in some detail...that in some detail...

Ezra 1:1Ezra 1:1
““In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to 
fulfill the word of the Lfulfill the word of the LORDORD spoken by Jeremiah, the  spoken by Jeremiah, the 
LLORDORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to  moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to 
make a proclamation throughout his realm and also to make a proclamation throughout his realm and also to 
put it in writing...”put it in writing...”
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