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By Bill Wenzel 

 How would you define tough love? I suppose the easiest way would be by giving exam-
ples. If a friend or family member has a drug or alcohol problem and others gather to perform 
an intervention, those performing the intervention could be said to have tough love. So what is 
so tough about tough love? Well in the first place we expect or at least hope that love is a re-
ciprocal thing. We love and we are loved in return. However the recipient of an intervention or 
the person institutionalized in a rehab center often does not feel loved nor loves in return. This 
brings about the question, who is the tough one and who is it tough on? 
 Another example. An elderly parent used to living alone is hospitalized for an illness. After 
a degree of health has returned and much therapy is performed the doctor advises, the patient 
cannot be returned home without 24 hour care. He recommends a nursing home or nursing 
care facility. When presented with these options the parent says, “If you loved me you'd let me 
go home.” Again the question. 
 My final example. A loved one or spouse acquires a serious illness. It may be a form of 
cancer or another often terminal condition. After years of treatments and care the person con-
fides, “There is nothing else that can be done. We must let this struggle come to an end.” 
Once more the question. 
 So what's the toughest thing you've ever had to do? Did you become emotional, perhaps 
shed a tear? 
 Tough guys and gals as well see it as a weakness to show emotion. I don't relish the fact 
that I show my emotions. My heart if not on my sleeve is usually close by but I don't consider it 
a weakness. 
 The apostle Peter was one of the strongest and toughest men of his day. As a professional 
fisherman he appeared to be neither frightened nor fearful of anything. But when the cock 
crowed during Jesus' trial, Peter left and wept bitterly because of his betrayal of the Lord 
whom he loved so much. 
 I've always considered Jesus a tough guy, sensitive but tough. Jesus wept over Jerusalem 
because of the thousands of souls that would never accept Him as Messiah. He also wept at 
the tomb of Lazarus. Why do you think he did that? Was it because He loved Lazarus and 
missed him? But Jesus was about to call Lazarus forth from the tomb to live again. Perhaps 
Jesus wept because he saw the sorrow of Martha and Mary, but again they would soon be 
reunited with their brother. I believe Jesus wept because of the crowd of mourners. Even after 
the miracle they were about to see, they would not believe He was whom He said He was. 
 I believe both God and Jesus exhibited tough love. Jesus in that He chose to sacrifice him-
self willingly that you and I should receive salvation. And that God also because He presented 
His Son to do just that. So I guess the answer to the question above is each one, though per-
haps in different ways. 

TOUGH LOVE 
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You can have a part in saving a life...just by taking 

a walk!  Join Peoria Rescue Ministries for The Walk 

(for the lives of women and children) and help raise 

support for the Women's Pregnancy Center and the 

Esther House. The Walk is a two-mile event that 

will take place in Peoria, Pekin, Morton, and Wash-

ington on Saturday, April 25th at 8:30 AM to about 

9:30 AM.  All are welcome to participate! Please 

see Linda Irwin if you would like to participate either 

by walking or by sponsoring her.  
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April 2015 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

  

 

1 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

2 

Elders mtg 5:30 

 

 

3 

6:30 Good Friday 

Service 

4 

 

5 

Easter Breakfast 

9am 

Lord’s Supper 

Market Place 

6 

 

7 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

 

 

8 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

9 

 

10 

MOPS 

 

 

11 

Heddington Oaks 

10am 

 

 

12 

Sunday School 

Worship Service 

Market Place 

 

13 

 

14 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

15 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

16 

Elders/Deacons 

mtg 5:30 

17 

6:30 Sojourners 

& Koinonia 

 

 

18 

Ladies Craft 

Night 6:30 

 

 

19 

Sunday School 

Worship Service 

Market Place 

20 

 

21 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

22 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

23 24 

MOPS 

 

 

 

25 

The Walk  

8:30am 

26 

Sunday School 

Worship Service 

Winter Jam 

27 

 

28 

Hilltoppers 6:30 

Worship Prac-

tice 7:30 

 

 

29 

Intersection  

Prayer 6:30  

30   
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MOM'S “EMPTY” CHAIR 

  

A woman’s daughter had asked the local minister to come and pray with her mother. 
When the minister arrived, he found the woman lying in bed with her head propped 
up on two pillows. An empty chair sat beside her bed. The minister assumed that the 
woman had been informed of his visit. 
“I guess you were expecting me,” he said. 
“No, who are you?” asked the mother. 
The minister told her his name and then remarked, “I saw the empty chair and I fig-
ured you knew I was going to show up...” 
“Oh yeah, the chair,” said the bedridden woman. “Would you mind closing the door?” 
Puzzled, the minister shut the door. 
“I have never told anyone this, not even my daughter,” said the woman. “But all of 
my life, I have never known how to pray. At church I used to hear the pastor talk 
about prayer, but it went right over my head.” 
“I abandoned any attempt at prayer,” the old woman continued, “until one day four 
years ago, my best friend said to me, ‘Prayer is just a simple matter of having a con-
versation with Jesus. Here is what I suggest—sit down in a chair; place an empty 
chair in front of you, and in faith see Jesus on the chair. It’s not spooky because he 
promised, “I will be with you always.” Then just speak to him in the same way you’re 
doing with me right now.’ So, I tried it and I’ve liked it so much that I do it a couple of 
hours every day. I’m careful, though. If my daughter saw me talking to an empty 
chair, she’d either have a nervous breakdown or send me off to the funny farm.” 
The minister was deeply moved by the story and encouraged the old woman to con-
tinue on the journey. Then he prayed with her, anointed her with oil, and returned to 
the church. 
Two nights later the daughter called to tell the minister that her mother had died that 
afternoon. 
“Did she die in peace?” he asked. 
“Yes,” the daughter answered. “When I left the house about two o’clock, she called 
me over to her bedside, told me she loved me and kissed me on the cheek. When I 
got back from the store an hour later, I found her. But there was something strange 
about her death. Apparently, just before Mom died, she leaned over and rested her 
head on the chair beside the bed. What do you make of that?” 
The minister wiped a tear from his eye and said, “I wish we could all go like that.” 
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Make a difference! 

  

 I wanted to take the time to share a little bit of what I shared at our recent congregational 

meeting.  We have many opportunities for corporate fellowship through out the calendar year.  

Wendy does a great job making sure that we know about them through announcements in the 

bulletin and e-mail reminders.  These are important times where we can spend time getting to 

know one another and be challenged in our faith and the way we live our faith out.  These are all 

great things to be consciously working on.   

 I would also challenge each one of us to do the things that we don’t often think of.   I personal-

ly was recently challenged in this way when I had missed going to church one Sunday because I 

was sick.  Janet McClure took the time later that week to give me a call and ask me how I was 

doing.  I was an encouragement to me to know that someone was thinking of me and praying for 

me while I wasn’t feeling well and took the time to let me know she cared.   

 One of the advantages of being a part of a small congregation is that it is evident when some-

one is missing.  Taking that time to call someone to check on them or pray for them is a great 

way to develop and build those relationships with each other.  I know that there are some of you 

who feel led to bring a meal to someone with out the prompting of a sign up sheet.  Others of you 

take the opportunity to give someone a ride to church.  There are many ways that we can spend 

time personally investing in each other.   

 I would challenge everyone of us, including myself, to spend time praying and asking the Lord 

what ways we can individually connect with the family that we worship with together on Sunday 

mornings.   

 In closing, I remember a time when my family was very new to FCC and Marge Beall took the 

initiative to give me a call and ask if she could come and visit me at my house over lunch.  I really 

appreciated her taking the time to come all the way out to my house, busy as it was with many of 

my children being very little at the time, and she patiently sat through the messy lunch and 

shared a nice adult conversation with me.  I am sure we all have stories when we have been en-

couraged and loved well.   

 

Kristi Christianson  

Fellowship Deacon 
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Dear Friends, 

 At the Women's Pregnancy Center, we believe there 

is a Biblical basis for the sanctity of human life, and that 

human life has absolute value based on the fact God 

created each of us in His own image. We believe every 

baby is precious from the very moment of conception. 

 Thank you for your investment to protect those who 

can't speak up for themselves. Thank you for placing 

high value on the gift of life as you partner with us. Wish-

ing you God's blessings in the new year! 

Trusting Him, 

Denise Bailey 

Women's Pregnancy Center Director 

 

Dear Friends, 
 I want to thank each and every one of you for your 
prayers, for help when we moved, and -especially now- 
when Del has had to leave us.  Thanks to all who 
stepped in and became pallbearers in the deep snow; to 
the sound technician; to those who prepared and served 
the delicious lunch; and to Pastor Wright who gave a 
lovely farewell and told all that I had forgotten like Del's 
service to his country as a medical technician, riding the 
trains and helping those who had been hurt. 
 Del was a special man and a wonderful husband.  I 
thank God for letting me have him for 41 years and for 
all of our good friends! Thank you all again. 
Sincerely, 
Charlotte Cripe  

Thank You Notes 

 

 

 

 

A-V    
5  David/Loni 
12  Steve/Amy 
19  Steve/Loni 
26  David/Kelvin 

   

Nursery 
5  Mark/Kim 

12  Nena/Cody 
19  Jane/Randy 
26  Judy/Peggy 
 

Hospitality 
5  Christianson 

12  Kampa Family 
19  Laninga family 

26  Peryam family 
 

Prayer 
5  Linda/Donna 

12  Randy/Linda 

19  Cliff/Terri 

26  Bill/Dawna 

 

Offering Counters 

5  Jan/Bill 

12  Jan/Ross 

19  Jan/Randy 

26  Jan/Richard 

 

Children’s Church 

19  Peggy/Volunteer 

 

Servers 
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INTERSECTION	NEWS	

 

By Sara Stewart 

  

 

March 2015 

 

If you look at our church body, which demographic excels at sharing their excitement 

about our church? Funny enough… the youth.  Why is that?  Maybe because they are 

young, and don’t really get too weird about stepping out of their comfort zone.  May-

be they don’t realize how explosive a conversa$on about the Lord can be? Maybe 

they just haven’t wised up to the things you just don’t talk about. 

  

All those are possibili$es, but oddly enough, I think they just have a lot of excitement 

about youth group.  Some$mes our youth might be more excited about the fun we 

have on Wednesday night, and not just the Truth we dig into. I’m okay with that… it 

gets them here, and hopefully plants some seeds that can be watered in the fu-

ture.  Bo+om line, they have a passion about what we do as a youth group.  That 

passion naturally spills over into others.  Almost all of our youth have brought a 

friend or a rela$ve along.  When you are invested in something, it’s easy to share it 

with others. 

  

Are you invested here at FCC?  Does your excitement about our Lord and our church 

spill over into others?  Our youth might have plenty to figure out and work on, but 

they are doing something right… they share a passion for Chris$an community, for 

fellowship, and the chance to hear The Word.  This is once instance where we could 

take a page out of our youth’s book. 

 

In Christ, 

Sara 
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FCC	FAMILY	NEWS	

Easter is almost here  -  don’t forget to invite 
your friends and family to Easter Breakfast 

at 9:00 am ! 

 

Crustless Spinach Quiche 

1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
1 onion, chopped 
1 (10 ounce) package frozen chopped 
spinach, thawed and drained 
5 eggs, beaten 

3 cups shredded Muenster cheese 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1/8 teaspoon ground black pepper 

Julia Magnuson our beloved 
sister in Christ went to be with 
the Lord on February 26th.  We 

will miss her. 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Lightly grease a 9 inch pie pan. 
2. Heat oil in a large skillet over medium-high heat. Add onions and cook, stirring occa-

sionally, until onions are soft. Stir in spinach and continue cooking until excess mois-
ture has evaporated. 

3. In a large bowl, combine eggs, cheese, salt and pepper. Add spinach mixture and stir 
to blend. Scoop into prepared pie pan. 

4. Bake in preheated oven until eggs have set, about 30 minutes. Let cool for 10 minutes 
before serving. 


